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HE editor of this Comedy thinks it 
| his duty to declare that, in point of fax 
ble he is entirely indebted to an old play, 
wrote by Sir Samuel Tuke, called the Adven- 
tures of Five Hours, of which piece Echard, 
in the preface to his tranflation of Terence, 
after noticing ſome particular excellencies, 
gives this general character; viz. 

This is one of the pleaſanteſt ſtories, 
&« that ever appeared upon our ſtage, and 
* has as much variety of plots and intrigues, 
without any thing being precipitated, im- 
“proper, or unnatural, as to the main action.“ 

This encomium, and the requeſt of a par- 
ticular friend, induced an attempt to reſtore 
ſo excellent a ſtory to the ſtage. Finding, 
on examination of the original, the language 
to conſiſt entirely of meaſure and rhyme, a 
ſtyle by no means ſuited to the uſe of come- 
dy, it appeared indiſpenſably neceſſary to 
neu- write it. This arduous taſk was not 
undertaken without much fear and diffidence. 

If the piece, as it now ſtands, ſnould be for- 
tunate enough to meet the leaſt favour, the 
editor will, with the utmoſt readineſs, charge 
ſuch ſucceſs to his having, in general, ad- 


| hered cloſely to the Original, ptinſued the 
8 pers 


17 
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"ADVERTISEMENT: 
fame diſpoſition of ſcenery, and preſerved as 
many of the ſentiments as could be intre- 


Mgthced: without clogging, or interrupting the 
action. What particular alterations he has 
preſumed to make, are, with great deference, 

| ſubmitted to the Candour of the Public. 

Simce the copy was delivered to the preſs, 
ſome few paſſages. have been ſhortened in 

. repreſentation, which are eaſily diſtinguiſh- - 

able by the attentive reader. 


aw" 


| AY This Comedy having hin 3 
with very diſtinguiſbed marks of candour 
and encouragement, in the repreſentation, 
the Editor thinks it his duty to return his 


* molt grateful thanks to the Fublile. 
7 x | 
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Mr. Bz arp enters haſtily. 


I Speak « Prologue !---What ſtrange whim, I wonder 


Could lead the author into ſuch a blunder ? 
k'd the man as much---but he (poor devil!) 
Fancied a Manager might make you civil, 
« Garrick (ſays he) can with a Prologue tame 
The Critic's rage Why can't you do the ſame ?” 
Becauſe (quoth I) the caſe is diff rent quite; 
Garrick, you know, can Prologues ſpeak and write; 
If like that Roſcius I could write, and ſpeech it, 
F might command applauſe, and not beſeech it. 
But, ſure, for one who, all his live-long days, 
Has dealt in Crotchets, Minims, and Sol-fa's, 
A Singer, to ſtand forth in Wit's defence, 

And blend 'gainſt Sound, th 'emn cauſe of Senſe ; 
 Perſuade an audience that a, has merit, 
Without a ſingle Air to give it ſpirit ; 

'Tis ſo much out of character ſo wron 
No Prologue, fir, for me,---unleſs in Song.. 


The fame (quoth I) you poets reap, 
And all-your gains are, owing, 
To ſounds that even meaſure keep; 
And ſtanzas ſmoothly flowing: 

But me the lyre would better ſuit 
Than verſes of Apollo : 

The fiddle, hautboy, horn, or flute, 
Pm always us'd to follow. 


1 Sit (fays he) you'll mar 

My verſe and meaning too“ 
Sir, muſt I turn fool, 

To humour ſuch as you? 


ö ITI fing it if you ps EE 
Sing cries he, in huff, 
Oy" ng LA and your Sol-fa's 
pkg 8 _ had enough.“ 
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"EM O L. O o. 
O! then I bounc'd and ſwore 
Was I much to blame? 


Had you been in my place, 
Why you'd have done the ſame. 


If for old-faſbion'd tunes he's not too nice, 

I'll give him fifty of em in a trice, 

With words more fitted to his purpoſe here, 
Than all the rhimes he'd jingle in a year. 
He challeng'd me to ſhew a ſingle ſample 

Of what I bragg'd-—1 did-—-as for example! 


The ſcene is prepar'd, the Critics are met, 
The judges all rang'd---a terrible ſhew ! 
Eer tryal begins the Prologue's a debt, 
A debt on demand---ſo take what we owe. 


And this is the way, Mr. Author, 
To trick a plain muſe up with art, 
In modiſh Fal-lal's you muſt cloath her, 
And warm a cold Critic's hard heart. 
With a Fal-lal-lal, &c. 


Wherefore I thus entreat, with due ſubmiſſion, 
Between the bard and me, you'd make deciſion, 


The whole now on your arbitration we reſt, 

And Prologues benceforward ſhall ſurely be dreſt, 

In what mode ſoever your taſte ſhall like beſt, _ 
Which none of us dare deny. 


For, howe'er cruel critics and witlings may ſneer, 
That at times I, alas l ſomewhat dunny appear, 
If to you, my beſt friends, I eber turn my deaf ear, 
May you your indulgence deny 


Then, for his ſake and mine, (for we're both ina fright) 

Till a treat of more gotit ſhall your palates delight, 

Let a poor humble Comedy pleaſe you te-night ; 
Which ſurely you will not deny. 


HXRACTERS 


* * T 
* « 


CHARACTERS. 


MEN, 


Don Antonio, Mr. Smith. 
Don Henriquez, Mr. Roſs, 


| Don Florio, Mr. Mattocks, 


Mr. Hull, 
Mr. Shuter. 
Mr. Gardner. 
Mr. Cuſhing. 
Mr. Rd. Smith. 
Mr. Holtom. 
Mr. Weller. 
Mr. Murden. 


- Honoria, * MIS Macklin. 
Felicia, Miſs Wilford. 
| Roſa, | Mrs. Green. 


- 1 ad 
2 
i FL, * 
* 
. " 
- 
C. 


Mr. Buck, & 


8 


5 
{ 77 
\W N | * : 
| ——— 1 


THE 


* e on. ' 4 DT R 4 
pP ERP L EXIT IE S. 
Secco eee 


ACT I SCENE I. 
SCENE, Den Henziouez's Houſe. 
| Don HenriQuez, and Don Juan. - 


Henxziquez. 


| . will not-perſuade me to legve ſo important a 


N more couſin, I beſeech you; all your rhetoric 


care, as the honour of our family, to the ca- 
—_— a giddy girl. It was a charge committed ab- 


utely to me, by out parents, on their death- bed. and 


] alone mutt be anſwerable for any blemiſh on that 
honour. - 


Juan I have no doubt, Don Henriques, but that 
this your extreme haſte takes it's riſe from prudence ; bur . 


may not even our virtues be ſometimes overftrain'd; 
and have their 


it ; wou'd it not be better to let your ſiſter ſee, and 
make herſelf acquainted with the diſpoſition of the man 
with whom ſhe is to paſs her life? 

- Hen. Which is, in other words, to give her more op- 


portunity for devices, and to try whether ſhe cannot 
r truſtrate 


- 


+ 


us effects ? Tis from this fear, 
that I have often preſum'd to interpoſe, and muſt repeat | 


10 THE PERPLEXITIES. | 
fruſtrate my deſignz—no, ao,—an agreeable young girl 
ſhou'd never be left to her own direction tricks, 
plots, and contrivances are ſo innate in them, they will 
conzen themſelyes rather than their imaginations ſhou'd 
want employment ; I have ſeen too many inſtances of 
their vanity, 1 ingratitude ; well—well!—1 
have, within this hour, receiv'd intelligence from the 
Marquis 40livera, thro? whoſe gen'rous intervention 
my deſigns are, at laſt, come ta maturity, that the per- 
fon, to whom ſhe has been ſo long contracted, Don 
Antonio de Mendoza. — 

Juan. Is he the man? The very name removes half 
my objections. Why has it been ſo long concealed ? 

Hen. becauſe I wou'd not give my ſiſter's enterpriſing 
genius either time, or means, to counteract my put - 
poſes—but now, the proſpect of a ſpeedy concluſion 
of the whole affair renders that ſectecy no longer ne- 
- ceflary ; this evening he will arrive from Flanders; 
and fo well convinc'd am [ of the propriety of my con- 
duct, I will not ſleep, till they are married. 

Juan. Notwithſtanding his undoubted-merit, I can- 
not yet be reconcil'd to that unreaſonable cuſtom of 
contracting perſons, who never ſaw each other; com- 
pelling them to be of the ſame opinion, in the moſt im- 
portant concern of life, before you know whether they 
cou'd agree about the moſt inſignificant. 

Hen. I woy'd only compel her to her good, and think 
I am the beſt judge what meaſures to purſue. —Opini- 
ons indeed !——If you, Don Juan, delay the diſpofal of 
— ſiſter in marriage, till ſhe is able to determine what 
her opinion is, or(to expreſs myſelf conformably to your 

eaſy temper) till ſhe has fix'd her affections, ſhe may 
give you a brother in- law very ill ſuited to your choice, 
$ "aud judgment. 0 & 

Juan. Strange ! that your I TI? education, 

and travels, ſhou'd not have allay'd that ſevere opinion 

of women; by ſtrangers imputed to us as a national 
fault, and indeed with too much juſtice. . 

Hen. Perſons, who cannot comprehend the motives 
which actuate ſuch as are wiſer than themſelves, ever 
make ſtrange interpretations of their conduR. I am de- 
termin d no longer to endyge the daily, the hourly anxi- 
ettet 


OY * * I TOS RT FOO 4 
9 VA. x | 4 N \ A „ * 21 
> : 0 8 - 5 7 G 4 I ach *oy 2 
» * +» \ , UE 
- % 
* - 


A COMEDY. 


eties and fears, which a ſolicitude for Honoria's con- 
duct has given me; this night they end. W 

Juan. == had the like charge of a ſiter you know 4 
theſe thirteen years, and cannot recollect a pain mine | 
ever gave to me. | Es | 

Hen, The compariſon don't hold ; their diſpoſitions 
are different ; yet, I wiſh, Don Juan, you may not 
ſuffer for your eaſineſs of temper ; you give the reins 
too much into your ſiſter's hands; the thoughtleſsneſs 
of youth, and paſſions uncontroul'd, may lead her far 
aſtray; tis too inuch to be fear'd; I have ſtrong rea- 
fons, have nicely weigh'd her condut—you may 
Tepent—— 

Juan. I know what you allude to; but the tranſac- 
tions of that fatal night are far from alarming me about 
Felicia's conduct; tis true, Don Pedro was kill'd under 
my balcony ; you throw the deed on Florio, and his 
flight ſeems to juſtify the accuſation ; yet, what re- 
proach does this caſt on her? For when I offer'd, in 
conſe quence of your aſſertion that he had diſhonourable 
deſigns on her, to interfere with you in his behalf, to 
ſtop the proſecution, and give her hand to him, if her 
Ie conſiſted therein, ſhe utterly declin'd it; af- 
ſuring me ſhe had no one motive to. wiſh. for ſuch an 
event, but many to avoid it. 2 

Hen. You are too blind. . | 
Juan. And you too ſuſpicious ; why ſhou'd ſhe 
deceive me ? Have I not ever afſur'd her I wou'd cone 
ſult her inclination ? 3 

Hen. Ay, there's the curſe, that ties my tongue. 
| IA. 

Juan. I therefore, cannot, will not, doubt her. Her 
heart is generous and honeſt ; on ſuch diſpoſitions, in- 
dulgence weighs more than ſeverity ; and cou'd you be 
induc'd to alter your conduct towards Honoria—but I 
alk pardon; your own jud t muſt be your direc= 
tor 3 ſhort as my abſence has been, events may have 
occurr'd, which may render me now an incompetent: 
adviſer — Your ſiſter is miſtreſs of many virtues ;z and 
fame ſpeaks loudly of Antenia, as a man, à ſcholar, 
and a ſoldier. | x 

Mew e . Hen; 
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12 THE PERPLEXTTIES: 
Hen. On thoſe conſiderations, let our argument die. 
I am determin d. Will you accompany me to our friend 

and kinſman the corregidor ; I wou d require him to 
be a witneſs, and partaker of our ceremonies to- night. 
Juan. Iwill but conduct my ſiſter to ber couſin 
Honeria, to whom ſhe has devoted this evening, and 
attend you. 


Hen, Shall J expect you in the Piazza ? | 


Juan. You may. [Exit. 
- Hen. A man, with a heart at eaſe like his, may well 
. preach ſuch doQrine ; but I carry a load of inquietude 
mine. My ſiſter married, one weighty care is re- 
mov d, but a far heavier remains.----Ungrateful, blind 
Felicia - what ſufferings am I doom d to undergo, 
yet know not how to utter or relieve them ! to love, 
adore, doubt, fear, ſuſpect, deſpair, yet ſtill perſiſt to 
love! I bluſ at my own weaknefs----to apply, and be 
t 


x 


acquĩeſcence to her choice, is almoſt certain ! rivall'd 
- © $00 in her affections by. a man, who, but a ſhort time 
: before, had aſk'd my filter of me; my pride, my ho- 

gur is inſulted; revenge is my only remedy ; in that 
Ewill perfilt, and experience its utmoſt efficacy. ¶ Exits. 


SEN 5 Honors Apartment. - I"? a 
Enter Honors. Oe 


Hen. Wou'd Felicia were come] her kind and: chear- 
Al temper might give me ſome relief . Vet how can I 
expect it? This tytant brother l can I call him leſs! 
to compel me to marry & man I never faw, while the 
| Choſen of my heart is forc'd to avoid me---is rejected: 
My brother's hatred could icarce entail on me a greater 
miſery than his care Vet what can I do His power 
over me is uhlimited- no alternative left, but what is 
deſperate ; yet fometbing muſt be done; E cannot thus 
_ amely ſubſcribe to my own unhappineſs. | 


5 Enter Ju ax introducing FRI. 
Juan. With pleaſure I eſcort my ſiſter to ſo dear 


* 


- _ andamiable a friend methinks tis pity * 


efas'd, were a perpetual thorn to me ! and that, from 
5 blind vrepolleltion to another, and Juax's ive 


COME DV. 


fhou'd make the houſes two, of neighbours ſo entirely. | 


one. 

Fel. Yes, andthe houſes are more entirely one, than 

you —_— my dear brother ; thanks to our private 
[Afede. 

Hom. We have ever thought the ſlighteſt ſeparation, 
inconſiſtent with our friendſhip---You oblige me with 
a moſt welcome favour in uniting us now; tis a degree 
of charity, and I thank you: Am TI. to be honour'd . 
with your company-toq ? 

Juan. I could with great pleaſure ſlay, but an en- 
gagement with your brother calls me; and the leaſt - 
treſpaſs on his punQilious temper, you know 

Hon. Shall I call my couſin mine for the night? 

Tuan. Her own inclination is her ruler. our moſt 
obedjent; E 

Fel. There's a brother for — my word if 

he. were not ſo related, I ſhou'd be apt to miſtake him 5 
for a lover. 

Hen. And give him encouragement perhap $?. 


Fel. Undoubtedly, if my heart were ſree and T'cou'd : - 


be convinc'd that ſame politeneſs would nt abate on 
marriage; «little of that, you know, goes a great way 


ia a huſband---But am 1 never to ſee my ſweee friend + 


fmile ain ? 


Hen." I wou'd willingly put off my grief, to reid: 


difturbin your gaiety, but am not able: 


Fel: let me put off my · gai i wo 


| interrupt your grief; there is often ea in the indulgence - 
of it, and T am too giddy for Tell me, my dear 


Honoria, how can I metamo bels myſelf ſo as to ſuit” 
your feelings ? I wou'd be, or — any ' thing that might: 9 


give” -you- pleaſure. 
Hon. You never fail to do that-Vour every ok. 


and word; has -affeRtion it; and that agreeable man- 
ner of ſetting them off, makes what wou'd be ſtjFd le- 7 2 


vity- in others, 4 virtue in you; as it's only ſpring. 1 
from a deſiie to entertain. 


neſs -your's to the very ground. 


N. . Engaging r. how can fo tender; . | 


"eps. 


Fel. Deliver'd with ſingular jadamnt; and polices , Tos 5 
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faſceptible a heart as yours be ſo much at eaſe, in irs 
preſent doubtful, and anxious ſituation? 2. 
Fel. Why that's true—and- it is ſometimes other- 
wiſe ; but as I have reaſon not to charge fortune, 
or friends, with any actual affliction, I bear accidental 
ills as well as I am able, and endeavour to keep 
ſorrow at. arm's length. My hopes, I think, grow 
faſter than my fears, and I truſt to the great midwife, 
Time, to bring forth the fruits of em. 

Hen. And may they anſwer your deſerts ! I have 
almoſt loſt a part of my grief, in my amazement at the 
adventures you were relating to me lad night, when 
my lordly diother interrupted us. 

Fel. Yes, abſence is a pretty whet to affeQtion, now 
and then; he is ten times wor ſe than ever; there's no 
getting a moment now; his love, and jealouſy to- 
gether, keep him in a perpetual fdger. ' 
Han. I cou'd not ſleep, for thinking of your ſtory, 
Fel. Ay, is it not a fine — the days of 
Don NPuixwte, to this prefent ſeven o'chck in the 
evening, ſure never was a better ſubject for romance 
—Let me ſee, I'll enumerate the particulars: Travels 
— Surprizes — Wars — Drums — Trumpets, — taken 
_ priſoner—attack'd by à ruthan—ſav'd by a heroic ſelſ- 
defence —Swooning !—Recovery !—and ſuch a re- 
covery 1. in the atms of a bandſome young fellow ! 
O lud! couſin ! 1 Gb 
; fe. Who had kill'd the attempter of your honour 
too | * br M . 
Fel. Oh! no—you forget—I had the credit of the 
victory over him As ſoon as he began to uſe violence, 
] : ſeiz'd his dagger, and menac'd his deſtruQion, (ay 
and meant it too) when a ſudden alarm, and fear fort 
bis own ſafety, retiev'd me from the monſter, 
- Hen. But how came you depriv'd of your brother's 
Fel. I was coming to that, when Don Henriques 
interrupted us—in defending himſelf, and me, (which 
he did, a long time, with great gallantry, e're we were 
taken priſoners) he receiv'd ſome light wounds, and 
was lodg'd in an upper apartment of the houſe—l was 
taken to a pavillion in & garden, which, I n 
42 the 
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the wretch, who aſſaulted me thought moſt fit for his 
wicked purpoſes. 

Hon, Your attachments to your relation, the Count 
D'Oniate, and the concern your brother had, in his 
embaſſy to the emperor, threaten'd ſurely a longer 
abſence. What occaſion'd your return? 

Fel. My brother was ſuddenly recall'd to his regi- 

ment, by royal command; and the neceſſity for uſing 
diſpatch in our return to Sevil, induc'd him to take 
the neareſt” road too near the enemies quarters—and 
thence we were made priſoners. 

Hon. | am ſure, I have ſenſibly partaken every fear, 
and diſtreſs, during your relation, and lament the 
neceſſity, that involv'd you in ſuch perplexities, tho? 
it reſtor'd ſo much of my happineſs to me—And you 
dearly love the noble ſoldier, who offered to revenge 
your injuries, or die beſide you? 

Fel. Moſt entirely. — I always ſpeak truth, you 
know: if a ſudden paſſion, a firſt-ſight love, is juſti- 
fable in any one, it is ſurely fo in me; I ſuppoſe. 
| wm may have ſome ſhare; but then ſuch a perſon, 
uch looks, ſuch words—however, I am miſtaken, 
if I did not leave him as much cauſe to remember the 
adventure, as he did me. 

Hon, Why then did he lexve you fo abruptly ? 

Fel. What cou'd the poor ſoul: do? the trumpets 
ſummon'd him, his men ealbd loudly for their com- 
mander ; there was, to be ſure, a notable combat 
between love and honour, but hanour got the better, 
and I honour him for it. | 

Hon. And what was this gallant hero's name? 

Fel. I know not; I had neither means, nor time, 
to enquire +: the moment my. brother had. recover'd 
ſome tew hours ſtrength, we were oblig'd to ſet off— 
But enough of my affairs; how ſtand my ſweet 
friend's ? =— 
' Hee. Worſe, and worſe, Felicia, —ſo near a criſis, | 

that my brother is determin'd on my marrying this 


night. | | | 5 
Fel. My brother hinted as much, as we came heres © 
but ] cou'd ſcarce believe it. a 
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16 THE PERPLEXITIES: 

. -_ Hon. Tis too true—Henrigquez. has juſt receiy'd 
advice, that the perſon, to whom I am contraQted, 
will arrive this evening. | . 

Fel. How abſurd, and cruel ! and poor Flerio-— 
Hen. Now. doubly baniſh'd ; firſt from my brothers 
poſitive forbiddapce of his addrefſes and viſits, on 
account of this unhappy contract; and then, from the 

ill fated death of Don Pedro, whom, in ſelf-defence, - 
you. know, he kill'd: if he is found, my brother's - 
evidence muſt condemn bim to the Jaw, and his 
reſentment ' ſeeks all occaſions to compaſs the molt - 
ſevere pratifications. bs be, ad 

Fel. Raf, inconſiderate, unfeeling man! Was not 
his ſavage love of me the cauſe, Which drives him 

bourly to ſome mad extreme? Then that unlucky 
Gmilicude of dreſs, which led him to believe Florio 

' was entertaining me that fatal evening, in our balcony! 
nay, allowing his ſuſpicions had been grounded in 
ttuth, cou's- nothing appeaſe him, but aſſalſinating 
Hiorie, and hazarding his friend Don Pedro, in fo bale 
a cauſe? Can he ſuppoſe ſuch deſperate, ſuch terrify- 
ing-proofs of paſſion, (which while his pride will not 

ſutfer him to 0wn,. be weakly fancies is unſeen) wou'd 

not diſguſt my heart? LE PIG 

Hen However he has diſdain'd to truſt a woman, I 

„wonder his frĩendſhip with your brother has not induc'd- 

bim to aſk your hand of him. e 
oh my dear l two moſt weighty reaſons are 

- againſt; ir; firſt his pride, leſt he ſhou'd be refuCd ;- 

ſecondly; my brother's ſtrong diſlike of forc'd mar- 

. .Fiages, to which he is no ſtranger, tho', between you 

and me, my dear, my brother is as well canvinc'd of 

„bis paſſion, as we ate z and. proceeded ſo far, as to 

apply to me chereon; but finding my averſion, my 

+ horror at the very mention of it, according to his 

gs ecuſtom d tenderneſs, he has never ſince re- aſſum'd 

tte topic; but has Henrigsgeæ at laſt graciouſly been 
pleas d to tell you yout intended huſband's name? 

Fun. He bas, Felicia, this day at dinner; not 4 


4 
10 
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. May not Thier it;: 7:5 
n. He is calld Antenio de Mendes, 
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A COMEDY. po 


Enter HewniQusz. 


Hen. I am pleas'd Honoria, to hear you talking of 
your huſband. ; it go me hope your conduct will de- 
ferve the happineſs I am providing for you; have you 
the letter ready, which I injoin'd you to write to him * 
Pl! ſend a ſervant with it, to meet him on the way, and 
give him entire poſſeſſion of that range of apartments, 
defign'd for him; to ſhew how abſolutely, next to my- 
felf,*he is maſter here---'tis a reſpeQ, which perſons. 
of condition reciprocally challenge. 


Entes SYLvV10. 


Hl. A ſervant from Don Antonio is juſt alighted at the 
gate, with letters to your lordſhip. Wi 

Hen. I cou dot have receiv'd more welcome news; 
admit him. Siſter, conduct your lovely friend within. : 
by: | | [Exeunt Honoria and Felicia. 
Exquiſite, enchanting miſ-judging woman > 


Enter 8SYLVIO, with ERNESTO. 


Ern. Sit, Don Antonio kiſſes your hands with this 
letter. 1 25 ([̃sServants ſalute. 
Hen. I'm glad to find he is in health; yet he ſeems 
to think the hour of his arrival uncertain ; elſe E 
wou'd myſelf, meet and conduQt him hither. | 
Ern. Tho' the hour is uncertain, fignor, yet he will 
undoubtedly. be here to night ; for he has appointed: 
the very place, where lam to wait for him. 
Hen. You are returning thither now? — 
Era. As ſoon as I have receiv'd your commands, , 
nor, | I PF} El. 
Hen. Ill anſwer this forthwith,| then give du your- © Fl 
whole commiſſion. While I write, make the 2 — 
welcome: , gp Sylvio ith Erneſto]. 
I hope nothing.will prevent his coming this. evening.. 

I grow more and more impatient---there's danger in de- 
lay---howevet Honoria may put on a. nn [54 
ſance, I know her; her head is quick to. contriye, ad 
her heart deſperate to execute. Jer but Antonio come. 
and ſhe ſhall. not remain. unmarried a ſingle hour. , 9 
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THE PERPLEXITIES: 


Enter Hovonta, Ferteia, and Ros a. 
'+ Hon. You ſee how arrogant, and abſolute he is. 


_ © * ©. Fel. Yet his proud heart felt a ſmart twinge from | 


my keen eyes juſt now, or Im miſtaken. | 

Hen. Watch'd like a culprit, commanded like a ſlave, 
torn from the man I love, forc'd to a man TI have not 
an idea of ! ; Fr ad 

Fel. Od's my life, girl, don't ſtand enumerating our 
diſtreſſes, but think how we may remove em; we ſhall 
m__ nothing by complaining ; ſomething muſt be con- 
triv | | 

| Hon. But they come ſo quic} upon us 
Fel. If they come too quick tor a woman's invention 
they are ſuch as never came before. 3 

Hon. I have it. | 

Fel. I knew it. n 

Hon. Lend me your veil, couſin; Roſa, run and ſe 
whether my brother is ſettled to diſpatch Antonio's 
man. 5 ' _ [Exit Roſa. 
Fel. What's your fcheme? quick. _ 

Hon. If my brother is ſet down to write, I think I 
may ſay an hour is ſecurely mine; for his extravagant 
ſuſpicion makes him diſtruſt the ſenſe of his own words, 

and he'll weigh a ſubſcriptionto a ſcruple, left he ſhon'd 

degrade his "dignity by bis ſtyle ; therefore I'll to Florie 
let bim know the ſtraits to which I am driven, and 
that all hopes are over, unleſs he can dev iſe ſome 
prompt expedient to relieve us. — 

Fel. But where d'ye think to ſee him ? | 
Hon. At the houſe where he is conceal'd, 'tis not far 
off, I'll venture. Nette 

Fel. Dye know the way? 

Hon. No, but Roſa can conduct me; ſhe has been 
often there. | | 7 


| * Enter Ros A. 
' Roſa. Your brother, ma am coming already ! 
Fel. Provoking ! * 
Hen. Into my chamber - quick. 5 
5 | 1 Exeunt Honoria nd Felicia. 


>. 
. P Enter 


A COMEDY. 19 
Enter HR NAI EZ, with EAN s TO. 


Hen. Since you are fo deſitous, friend, you ſhall 
be indulg'd in ſeeing her. | | 

Ern. 1 ſhou'd be glad to have it in my power, 
fignor, to tell my malter J had that honour. 

Hen. Where's your lady, Roſa ? 

Roſa. In 2 far. 5 

Hen. Acquaint her that Antonio's man requeſts to 
05 his duty to her, before he goes. [Exit Roſa.] 

ait here, ſhe will come to you; you will probabl 
find a kinſwoman with her, but may diſtinguiſh 
your future miſtreſs, by being in der bome-dreſs 
without her veil, I will go, ang compleat my 
letter. [Exit Henrique z. 


Enter HoxoRIA, Frlicta, and Rot. 
Erneſto addreſſes Felicia. 


Ern. I have been bold to requeſt the honour of 
ſeeing your ladyſhip, that I may be more welcome to 
my lord, at my return. | 

Hen. An odd miſtake !—further it, my dear girl; 
it may lead to ſomething, no matter what ; drowning 
row catch at ſtraws. ; 

* Friend, in what ſtate left you your lord, and 
mine | 
Ern. As happy, madam, as the hopes of being 
your's.cou'd make him. NY 

Fel. I pray, preſent my ſervice to him, and fay, I 
ſhall be rezoic'd to hear he has compleated his journey 
ſafely, and in health: my good wiſhes attend him, 
Friend, farewell. [Exeunt Honoria, Felicia, and Roſa. 

Ern. Egad, the's a lovely creature; my maſter will 
be raviſh'd, when he ſees her; I begin to hope this 
blind bargain, made by proxy, may prove as good, as 
the old ones made by love; and that thoſe pretty eyes 
of her's may coax his wits back again, which, I think. 
de has loſt; raving eternally about ſome unknown 
damſel, whom he fancies, in his field-errantry, he 
recover'd from a trance, and he has dreamt of it ever 
fince—T'll go awake him with this good news. 2 Ern. 

rer 
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THE PERPLEXITIES: 


Enter Hon ORA, Frier, and Ros a. 


Fel. And yet for the ſoul of me, notwithſtanding 
our vexations, I cou'd hardly forbear laughing at he 
formal fool's miſtake —Did not I prim myſelf up with 
a pretty prudiſh reſerve? Was it like you, coufin ? 

Hen. There's no ſaying what may be the conſequence 
of the miſtake, but it was a lucky thing for me, 
Fm ſure ; for I ſhou'd not have known how to ſpeak | 
for myſelf. 

Roſa. Madam, do we go? What &s you reſolve ? 
| Fel. That's true; your brother can't be much 

longer; and if, when be returns, he ſhou'd miſs you 
from your apartment—T don't think you can ven- 
ture now. 

- Hen. What's the hour, Roſa 7 | 

'  _ Roſa. Near eight madam; the clock ſtruck ſeven, 

before Donna Felicia enter'd the chamber. 

Hen. I dare not venture now indeed; run Reſa, 

etch your veil. [Exit Roſa. ] Pl] appoint him i in my 

tablets, time and place, w where he meet me; and 
Kea ſhall carry em. 

Fial. That's Ate where do you deſign your 
interview ? | 
Hon. In the remoteſt part-- of the „ whicl 

fronts my apartment, you „ where I bare often. 

met him, N abſence Hapriv'd us of the advan- 
tages of. your friendly afliſtanice, and the private door 
to your portion of Don Juan houſe ; Aale key 


* 


Fel. And how cou'd the get that? Not by: fair 
means, Pm ſure.—Henriquez: us'd. to be as tenacious 
of his keys, as of of Gogh pun pedigree; and; even 


1 a doo himſelf as much cautious fear, aa 
| he apprehended a puce of aca fouls make 


it gſeape at it. 
3 — artfully u procur d me ag impreſſion of y 
„ — * key one day, when ſome ſudden int 
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A COMEDY. 


Enter Ros A, veil d. 


Hon. Shall I beg your patience, while I write? 
Fel. This was a lucky accident for you, Roſa; you 
may chance to ſee your fond lover Guzmen. . 
Roſa. He is a fond lover of himſelf, I believe, 
madam, and without a rival. 
Fel. Are you ſure your words and thoughts agree ? 
Roſa. I'm not ſo very old to be in my dotage, 
Fel. Nor ſo very young, but you may be in love. 
Dotage and love are couſin-germans, Roſa. . 
Roſa. They may, when we encourage a paſſion, at 
firſt tight, madam, and indulge it, without a chance of 
ſucceſs; —otherwiſe, not quite ſo nearly related. 
Fel. Pert, and witty enough that ! I have provok'd 
a waſp, and am ſtung by it. 
Hon. My dear Roſa, make all the haſte you are able. 
Roſa. Til fly ma am; has Florio the other key of the 
tablets? R | | 
Hon. Yes, yes,—pray diſpatch. | 
Roſa. Never doubt me, madam, for all my own 
fortune is betted on your game. [Exit Roſa. 
Fel. There the goes; which is nimbleſt, her heels, 
or her tongue, I wonder ? Come, my dear girl, try to 
| wear a more chearful aſpect; if we are reduc'd to 
| deſperate meaſures, why let the perſon, who cauſes 
it, be blam d. | | 
Hon. He juſtly wou'd deſerve it, tho' nothing but 
the laſt diſtreſs, I think, ſhou'd urge me to ſuch mea- 
' ſures, as the world might cenſure : yet, were not my 
affections ſo ſtrongly pre-engag'd, to a delicate feeling, 
. ſurely it is no trifling wound, to be oblig'd to give a 
worthy man a hand, without a heart. 
Fel. Come, come, hope well—and do not torment | 
ag mind any further let us retire to your cham- | 
„and, while we wait Roſa's return, III try to-raiſe 
your ſpirits, with your favdurite ſong. 
Hon. My ſweet friend, I fear the cold regard, I 
2 pay, will ill deſerve ſuch a kind, and agreeable 
3 5 | | 
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mw THE PERPLEXITIES: 


Tn vain we ſeek relief from outward things, 


Ils from within alone, ſoft quiet ſprings. ¶ Excunt. 
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ACT I SCENE I. 
SCENE, a Market-place. 
Enter AnToOx10, and Sancho in Riding-Suits. 


SANnNCcCH0.' 


WH" a confounded pace we have come! but 
Y 


ou are always the ſame, fir. You proceed in 


the attack of a miſtreſs, with as muck vigour, and 


activity, as you ſtorm a garriſon. 

Ant. Diſpatch is the ſoul of every undertaking : 1 
hate all that favours of coldneſs, and delay. In a pur- 
ſvit, ſo infipidly carried on, the ſpirits relax, and, tho 
— gain your ends, you ſcarce reliſh the ſucceſs.— 
What do you ſmile at, Sancho ? ns 
San. You expect the truth, fir? 

Ant. You know I do. I cannot brook. falſhood, even 
in the verieſt tcifles ; leſt the mind be inſenſibly led 
on to ptactiſe it in material affairs, and thereby entail 
on itſelf ſuch a reproach, as moſt diſgraces manhood. 

Sen. Why then, fir, I ſmiled at the oddity of your 
amours. Firſt, to fall in love with one you hardly 
ever ſaw ; and then, make ſuch haſte to marry -one, 
2 2 ſaw. We poor mortals have another 
met EN 


Ant. Your reflections, like thoſe of the world in 


general, are too haſty and ſuperficial ; not knowing my 


% 


Bo — - —_ > c——_ — — _— — - — - 


| faultleſs c 
concluſions, have had a ſhade drawn over them, which 


tives, you wonder at my conduct. How many 
Une thro” too ſevere, and premature 


time, and reaſon, have, at laſt, wholly removed! 
San Sir, Taſk pardon, if I have offended. 


Ant. You cannot eaſily offend. You have gaind 


on my temper, and won an indulgence, which your 
courage and fidelity well deſei ve. x a 
i an. 


Fan. 


by an F 


Ant. 
San. 


and lay 


more; 
Erneſio 
Ant. 
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A COMEDY. > 23 


San, But, ſir, * are eailier than you expected, 
by an Hour almo * 


Ant. Tis true. 
San. Then ſuppoſe, ſir, ar return to the poſt-houſe, 
and lay aſide theſe unneceſſary implements for walkin 
then, if you pleaſe, you may relieve your legs a little 
more; 1 can ſtay in the houſe, to be ready, when 
Erneſis comes, according to. your orders. 
Ant. I like your counſel well — follow me. 


[ Exeunt. 


* | 
SCENE, a Street repreſenting the Houſe where 


FLok1o dwells. 


Enter, from bis Houſe. FLoxto0, with Guzman, 
8 oth cloaked. 

Flo. Come, Guzman, now we may ventute to quit 
our dens, take a little freſh air, and begin chace. 

Guz. Chace! now the fun is ſet. Of what, fir? 
Owls, or bats? Call you this making love ?—Tis 
much more like making war—marching all night in 
arms, as if we were going to beat up the enemies 
quarters on a forlorn hope. 

Flo. Would not you venture as much for Roſa ? 

Cu. No, in good faith, fir, I ſhall venture enough 
if I marry her; Tl run no hazards before hand. | 

Fle. That's from your far, not your prudence. 
Cunz. Sir, you may call it what you pleaſe, but I 
dare boldly ſay, there lives not a more valiant man in 
the world than myſelf, while danger keeps at diſtance; 
but when it ſaucily preſſes on me, then I confeſs, 1 
have a certain tenderneſs for life, which checks my; 
ardour, and inclines my prudence to make a tunely.. 
retreat. : | 

Flo. How civil your ſtyle is to yourſelf!—and how 
P you ſoften that harſh word, cowardice but, 

think, I have ſeen your valour, pleas d to run away, 
when danger has not been ſo very preſſing. ' 

Gus. It may not have appear'd fo, fir, to common 
eyes; but I have ſuch a piercing ſight, that I can 
diſcover perils at a greater diſtance than any man in 


PU Ws, 
Spain,” - 


* 


„ THE PERPLEXITIES. 


py . mel oY e 
, 0 
* 


Sein — Other people (poor ſouls 1) not being. bleſſed 
with ſuch perſpicuity, do not deſery dangers, time 


enou h to hus dem, and then their ſtruggling is by the 


Ajedszou⸗ world called courage. 
Fh. A man truly valiant will always remain fo. 
Gus. A man wiſely valiant will avoid: all the dan- 
ger he can. | e 
Fle. You have more light than heat, Tl allow, 
Guzman. But your humour and honeſty, make amends 
for your want of courage. F565 
- Gus. I have courage enough for the profeſſion my 
parents defigh'd me for. | "HB „ 
Fe. What was that? Ba 71 
Gus. A lawyer. I could have put on rare anger 
in my client's fight, and when he was gone have hug- 
ged the advocate of the oppoſite party; and if I don't 
miſtake, fir, thoſe gentry ſell their breath, much dearer 
than you, gentlemen ſoldiers fell your blood; *tis true, 
you get honour—a fine light food, for delicate appe- 
tites !—yet I have known ſome captains of plain f — 


machs faſt upon it. 


- Flo. The knave's right but bow I. trifle time! 


What's this to my embaraſſments in love? — How ſhall 


I contrive to hear from my Honoria ?—Shall I venture 
to my old haunts ?—I dare not—To what purpoſe 
ſnould I, unleſs ſhe were pre-adviſed of it? This laſt 
unhappy accident! left to ſolitude, and thought 
and that loaded with the difagreeable reflection of hav- 
ing ſhed another's blood !—which (tho' it,chanced in 
ſelf-defence) my reaſon, and education, will not let 
me eaſily digeſt.— Vet, Henoria! ſhe muſt be mine; 


and will leave no peril unencounter'd, to obtain her. 


If, after all, I fail---if I muſt loſe her, at leaſt, I will 


Enter Ax roxio, and Sancho. 


* 


San. He cannot be Jong now, fir, ſurely. 3 | 
Ant. Vil take another minute's turn--+go you back 


' Ant” L am tired with waiting. 


to the inn, and wait me there--- [Exit Ra, I ſcarce. 
can tell the name of any place, I (ce. 


is ſo long, 
ſince 
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Face I was in this city, I have loſt all my meaſures of 
it. 8 


Flo. Do my eyes cheat me, or is that my comrade, 


when I firſt bore arms? My friend Antonio? If it be, 
as ſure it muſt, I cannot dread to know him, 
Ant. Florio! 

Flo. My honour'd ſriend !--- 


Ant. You were too long 1 


n recollecting me 
Your friendſhip cannot cool ? | | 


Fh, Never---but your preſence here ſo unexpected, 
made me diſbelieve my ſight- When came you to town? 


Ant. I juſt now arrived. 


Flo. 1 rejoice to ſee you; but ſhould have thought 


it more likely to hear of you at court, purſuing the 
recompence due to your deſerts. 

Ant. An employment I am neither fond, nor capa- 
ble of. I cannot ſue, even for my right. Tis my 
ambition to merit, but not ſolicit reward, Fhe dig- 
nity of honour ſuffers in it. If praiſe, and advance- 
ment, do not follow our ſervices, we muſt learn to 
pay ourſelves, by a noble contempt of worldly faveurs. 

Fh. A ſevere rule indeed, which -virtue preſcribes 
to herſelf !—to be fo backward in claiming a reward, 
ſhe is ſo eager to deſerve. 

Ant. By no means. She is more hurt in being re- 
duced to beg reward, than we can be in the want of 
| It—Beſides, a true ſubject hazards his life in the ſervice 
of his. king and country, for the advancement of their 
honour and intereſt ſolely ; he, who does it with a 
view to his own, deſerves neither praiſe nor reward. 
Flo. The ſame great, and generous ſpirit as ever. 

I.honour the day, which introduced me to the know- 
| ledge of ſo much worth. 
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Ant. What merit I have I can but faintly call my 


 own—l inherit it from a father, whoſe example of 
courage, and integrity, it had been ſcandalous in a 

ſon not to have imitated, | | 

Flo. This is my houſe at preſent, Antoni Will 


you honour it, by calling it your's? Tho' you muſt 


_ - excuſe many deficiencies in your entertainment. I 


am but in an il! condition at preſent to receive ſych a 
' gueſt ; having, by an — accident, been obliged, 
8 lately, 
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lately, to change my uſual place of reſidence, and 
keep myſelf concealed. | bY Wl 
Ant. Concealed - but that is for a future hour, and 
more ſuitable place. 1 muſt however decline your 
kind offer a while, being forced to remain herea bouts, 
leſt I ſhould miſs the return of one, whom I ſent to 
my brother-in-law's. 
Flo. You furprize me—Have you a brother-in-law 
in Seville 
Ant. I have. I came hither a married man, as far 
28 friends could make me. f 
Flo. Since then it ſo imports you not to miſs your 
ſervant, I will keep you company here, *til] his 
arrival; then lead you to ſome refreſhment —You 
have had a tedious and perilous campaign in Flanders. 
—1 long, methinks, Antonio, to hear ſome account of 
your actions there, of which fame ſpeaks loudly, but 
not diſtinctly.— Could you not oblige me, while you 
ate waiting for your ſervant— 
Aut. Excuſe me I cannot—if there be any merit in 
my behaviour, my own breath would fully it—if not, 
the report is not fit for a friend's ear. —But if you chuſe 
to fill up the time, I'll give you an adventure of mine, 
which, I fancy, will repay your attention. 
Flo. You will oblige me. | 
Ant. And, when tis finiſhed, you will wonder how, 
with ſuch a prepoſſeſſion in my heart, I ſhould be in- 
duced to come here to 'marry a ſtranger. | 
Fi. Your preface awakes my curiofity—to the 
ſtory, I beſeech you.” „ao 0) 
Ant. On the evening, following that glorious day, 
whereon the Duke of Alva gain'd ſuch diſtinguiſh'd 
reputation, I was diſpatch'd with ſome horſe, to cover 
the Limbourg frontiers; which were too much expoſed 
to the enemy's inroads. .—- We were fcarce arrived, 
when I receiv'd intelligence that a party of them 
(about 200 cavalry) were _ lodged in a village, 
three leagues off. We inſtantly founded to horſe, and, 
not to trouble you with particulars, ſo great was our 
expedition, that, by day-break, their quarters were 


on fire. 
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Flo. You experienced the utility of your own max- 
_ that diligence in execution is the miſtreſs of ſuc- 
ceſs. | 

Ant. Our foes made but faint reſiſtance - ſome were 
fain,—ſome fled to give alarm to their reſerves in quar- 
ters remote.— The tumult nigh over, I haſted to a 
lofty ſtructute, ſuppoſing it was their leader's quarter 
with intention to preſerve him from the ſoldiers rage, 
and his building from the fire—but what was my fur- 
prize, when, entering a pavilion in the garden, I be- 
held a woman of matchleſs form ſtretched on the mar- 
ble floor ! | | | 

Flo. Your heart ſuffered then, I am fure—Pity and 
bravery always dwell together. | 

Ant. I felt, what I cannot deſeribe - tho', at firſt, 
I believ'd her dead, yet her appearance inſpir'd me with 
ſuch awe, and reverence, that I could not, without 
trembling, venture to approach her.— I knelt, and 
raiſed her in my arms, when ſtrait a ſigh ſtoke from 
her. I knew it net ſound of grief, while it was a 
ſign of life. At laſt, ſhe y_ her lovely eyes, and 
beam'd ſuch looks (ſpite of her fad fituation) as I had 
ne'er experienced. Awhile I was held mute with 
wonder, and delight, when a poniard fell from her 
fair hand—as if ſhe only wanted arms aſleep, and wak- 
ing truſted to her eyes. My ſenſations encreaſed each 
moment; — when I recover'd power to ſpeak, I ſaid 
I know not what—lIt was all extaſy, yet it had its riſe 
in ſincerity.—She endeavour'd to reply, bur could not 
—yet ſhe looked ſuch ſweet ſurprige—ſuch gratitude 
tho' mixed with fear 

Flo. I am all impatience. 

Ant. 1 renewed my ardent profeſſions—offered my 
life for the recovery of her's— I labour'd to know her 
ſtory— The crimſon in her cheeks feemed reviving, 
and her ſpeech returning, when a ſudden loud blaſt of 
trumpets, and out-cry of my men, alarmed me. 
Theywere charged with ſquadrons of freſh horſe,whom 
the fugitives | had called from neighbouring villages. 
I longed to ſtay with her— panted to be with them 
—my powers, for a time, were ſuſpended—but awak- 
ing to that ſenſe of honour, from which no claim 
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ſhould alienate a ſoldier, I tore myſelf away. The 
-  ituatiou of my mind added to my uſual heat—I was 
deſperate in fight, and ſuſtained ſo many wounds, 
that I ſwooned with loſs of blood, while my ſoldiers 
compleated the victory, and brought me off, 

Flo. I feel for you in all. | 

Ant. My outward wounds were flight, and quickly 
healed ; but thoſe within, deep, and itill ſorely bleed- 
ing. My heart and happineſs ſeem'd utterly to have 
forſaken me. My enquities after her were vain, and 
I returned to my polt in the army, loaded with the 
deſpair of ever ſeeing her again, from whom my affeQi- 
ons can never ſtray. | 

Flo. You have, indeed, given me cauſe for concern, 
as well as wonder.—80 engaged, how comes this 
ſtrange marriage? From — 
mind is above the general temptations of the world. 

Ant. From duty, gratitude, and juſtice Long be- 
fore this event, I was contracted to the lady, (whom 1 
now come to marry,) by the Marquis D'Olivera, whoſe 
patronage and friendſhip, from my infancy, would 
render my diſobedience to a recommendation of his, 
highly improper.—Beſides, when he firſt propoſed 
this match, my heart was wholly diſengaged—now 
there is no retracting. 

Flo. A ſtrange, and perplexing adventure truly! 

— yet may I not aſk who the lady is in Seville, that 
- is deſtin'd to call ſo much merit her's? 


Ant. To you I have no reſerve—ſhe is the fiftex. of 


Enter ExnzsTo haſtiy—FLonmo farting, retires, and 
muffles himſelf in his cloak. 


Only my ſervant. i 

Flo. Guzman---Guzman ! beg Antonio to diſpatch 
him quick. [Guzman whiſpers. 

An. Preſently- Well, Erneflo, what news? 

Ern. 1 have delivered your letter, fir, into your 
brother in-law's own hands---He ſeemed concerned at 
the uncertainty of your time of arriving; which I 
in ſome meaſure, removed, aſſuring him, you would 

| un- 


at inducements? Your 


ſw 
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undoubtedly ſee him this night. He kiſſes your hands» 


and expects you with impatience. This letter contains 
his full meaning---As to your bride, ſir---the molt ac- 
compliſh'd creature l- 

Ant. You have ſeen her then ? 

Ern. My being of your train gave me the 2 
of a domeſtic, to ſee her in her chamber-dreſs, with- 
out a veil ; which, o'my conſcience, I think, could 
only be contrived to cover faults, or hide beauties. 

Ant. Is ſhe ſo handſome ? | 

Ern. I never faw ſuch another, ſir-ſuch a ſhape ! 
fuch eyes !--your Bruſſels beauties, that you uſed to brag 
of ſo, are nothing to her.---Fortune ſhall chooſe me a 
wife Il have no concern with love, or judgment.--- 
But I'll ſay no more, ſir.- Only ſee her- This maſter- 
key, fir, delivered by your brother with great dignity, 
you are defir'd to receive, as an earneſt of that autho- 
Tity, with which you are inveſted in the family, on the 
intended alliance. It commands all the apartments pre- 
par'd for your reception---a ſeparate quarter, that opens 
on St. Vincent's ſtreet --nobly furniſhed indeed! 

Ant. Enough---You'll find Sancho here in the poſt- 
houſe ; ſend him off with my things, and wait for me. 

| | [Exit Erneſto. 

Gus. There's ſome ill near, when this bird appears | 
---ſhe's ominous. 3 | 


Exter Ros haſtily. 

Roſa. Where's your maſter, Guzman ? 

Guz. Don't you ſee—im ?---You'z2 liv'd too long 
unmarried. | : 

Roſa. Sir, ſomething in private—requires haſte 

Flo. What now ? more misfortunes ? 

Roſa. The tablets will inſtruct you, Sir. 
i Guz. You're not going, Roſa *—— ſtay for an an- 
Wer— * 

Roſa. Tis a command, not a queſtion, puppy. 

Gus. Short and ſweet, Loa? "OPM 

Flo. Diftration I- Will you permit me to retire a 
- moment ? | 


B3 Ant. 
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Ast. By all means [ll wait upon you in, and ſtay 
-your leiſure. 


(Florio, Antonio, and Roſa, go inte Florio's houſe. | 


Guz. Ay, I was ſure it was ſome diſaſter, it came 
ſo haſtily and unſought for. Some command from our 
beroine Il be hanged, if it don't end in fighting. My 
- mind's prophetic in theſe matters—People of their rank 

enerally make love by wrote, and it never fails to end 
in miſc::ief. Thoſe little black books raiſe more devils 
and deſtruction, than all the conjurer's circles in the 
univerſe—Curſe-o'the inventor of that damn'd artifiee 
of rag, hw ws and talking to our eyes !—If Iweie 
to have a hundred daughters not one of them ſhould. 
ever learn to read or wiite,—'Tis a quick diſpatch, for 
here ſhe comes again. 


Enter Ros à, mit h a letter. 


- What not a word, Roſa ?—a kind Glance, at leaft--- 
grown cruel ! 

Roſa. This is no time for fooling. ©. 

Gus. Nay, if you're in your airs---tho' now I think 
on't better, I will do the honors of our ſtreet, and ſee 
you to the end of it. I hate being unpolite. 

* Roſa. Pry'thee let go—I ſhall be well helped up- 
with ſuch a ſquire as you. If ſome wandering knight 
ſhould offer to take your damſel, what would you do ? 

Guz. Uſe no weapon, but a torch- throw aſide 
0 1 and ſhew hiar your face, and that would guard 
us both. 

Roſa. D'ye think it would frighten him then? 

Guz, No, charm him, Roſa. 

Noſa. Well, ſuch as it is, I'll venture it, without 
endangering your well-known valour. 
[Exit Roſa Guzman returns to the houſe. 


Scene changes to the inſide of FLORLO's houſe. 
Enter FLoxio, follewed by ANTon1o, 


Ant. I muſt not be denied. 
Flo. You muſt. | 
Ant. Iwill not. —The diſorder and confuſion in uw 


» 
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looks, the hurry of your ſpirits, all convince me, ſome 


dangers attend your undertaking 

Flo. None, that a friend like you, ſhall ſhare. 

Ant. Has Floris then forgot, or dares he violate the 
laws of holy friendſhip ? Have you not often ſhar'd my 
griefs, and perils, and muſt I be denied ?—Why ar- 
rogate the glory to yourſelf? 

Flo. At any time, but this-- Your buſineſs here in Se- 
ville was to ſeek happineſs, not miſery. I cannot bear 
to be your obſtacle Leave me, my friend, I beg. 

Ant. J cannot—dare not leave you thus—ſome deſ- 
perate engagement calls you---my happineſs can but be 
poltpon'd, not deſtroyed. And think you I could enjoy it, 
could reliſh any bliſs, loaded with the reflection, that 
T had abandon'd my friend, when moſt he needed my 
aſſiſtance ? 

Flo. I could fotego my own enjoyments, but cannot 
hazard yours. 

Ant. You dare not truſt me with the buſineſs. 

Flo. Think you my - refuſal can ariſe from diſtruſt of 
my Antonio's heart ? —Read there. | 

[Gives him the tablets. Antonio reads. 

Ant. © Unleſs you can venture to be under the ſummer- 
houſe window, at nine this evening, expect no more to 
fee, or hear from ber, whoſe heart your conſtancy has me- 
rited. Yet reſſed on your fituation, and come not unat- 
tended by a truſly friend, as you value our mutual peace.” 

Ant. What oppoſes your union? 

Flo. A tyrant brother, whoſe enmity to me (ſprung 
from ill-grounded ſuſpicion, and revenge) is ſo increaſed 
by a late accident, which I'll tell you at a fitter time, 
_—_ ſeeks all occaſionsto deſtroy our loves, and teach 
my life, ' | "FF . 

Ant. Enough! ſee the exigence—Obey your miſ- 

treſs's injuntion—You cannot want that friend, while 
I am near. — Wrong me not, Florio, by another refuſal. 
—| will partake your difficulties, or here ends an in- 

tercourſe, | which friendſhip has ſanQified for years. 
Flo. Your generous mind will be gbeyed---tho? tis 
with reluctance I accept the aid I glory in. 
Ant. No formal ſpeeches to the buſineſs the 
lady waits —— time calls I cannot be happy, til 
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-you are ſo Our joys muſt be mutual, or they ate 
in complete; zune ARCs 

He baſely injures friendſhip's ſacred name, 

Who reckons not himſelf and friend the fame. 


8 
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ACT.I-6CENE'L 


SCENE the Garden, and Summer-houſe, of Hxx- 
+ wr? KIQUEZ, 


 Honona, Panic, and Ros , diſcovered in the 
Summer-bouſe. | 
Honor. 


© HE appointed hour is near, couſin, | 
. Fel. I ſhould. ſuppoſe it come, tis night al- 
. Teady.. ; 5 
" Roſa. And, thanks to kind ſtars, fufficiently dark. 
Fel. Thanks to kind cloud's you wou'd ſay, Roſa ; 
for ſtars, on this occaſion, wou'd not much befriend 


us —My dear Honoria, rouze yourſelf ; don't flinch, 


now you are come to the field of action: ſuch ſchemes 


as theſe, ate the only means a woman has to ſhewy her. 


ſpirit; and, on my cònſèeſence, I verily believe 'tis on- 
ly the want of opportunity to ſhew ourſelyes, that 
makes the fooliſh world charge us with want of cou- 


rage. 3 
Hen. You will be careful then, my ſweet girl you 
and Roſa will watch very narrowly above; for if my 
hat-brain'd brother ſhould ſfurprize us 1 
Flo. Let us alone to play the centinels—TIl war- 
KNeoſa. Tm confident, madam, he's abroad, and won't 


return in a hurry: for I heard him ſay he ſhould paſs 


| E of the evening at the corregidor's, and you know 
be never comes from thence very early. N 
Hon. But in the preſent ſtate of his mind, determin'd 
. 85 he is on the immediate ruin of my peace, and ex- 
5 og keene, every hour, there is no anſwering for 
; Lines ou'd Floris were come! *. 
3 * | en 
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Enter FLorto, Ax ron to, and GUzMAN, in Claals, 
with drawn Swords. 


Ant. Is it not rather too early in the evening for ad- 
ventures of this nature ? 

Gus. I think 'tis always fo. [ Aſide. 

Flo. Tis the exact hour the appointed. 

Ant. How dark tis grown o' th' ſudden ! not a ſingle 
ſtar to be perceiv'd! 

Guz. So much the better; when I fight, I deſire to 
have no ſpectators of my courage. [Afide. 

Flo. This darkneſs is propitious—may it but conti- 

nue a little Antonio, Pu ſtep before, and give the 
ſign—you ſtay here, till you hear the door open, then 
come on; and follow me. | 


Enter Hx NR E and Juan. 


Hen. The corregidor's houſe is indeed noble, and 
the gardens elegantly laid: out. | 

Juan. The walks and fountains ſo entice me, I wea- 
ry myſelf, before Fam able to leave em. 

Hen. We have out ſtay'd our time, we'll therefore 
take the ſhorter way home; the back door of my gar- 
den is at hand. How dark it is! a 
Hon. Not yet! I fear the riſing moon, and that wou'd 

betray all. [Florio frikes on the hilt of his ſword. IL. 

think I hear the uſual ſigaal. Who's there? 
„ Ne. "Tis l, | | 
Hon. You are not alone, I hope. 

Flo. No, I am doubly guarded. | 
', Guz. Not that you know of. [Aſide. 

Hon. Tis well, —Pll open the door immediately. 

Hen. I think we ſhou'd be near the garden gate now. 

Flo. She muſt be ready, by this time; why doſt thou 
breathe ſo ſhort, coward ? L 

Gus. Either I ſpy more than ourſelves, or elſe my 
fears do. | | | 
Flo. I think fo too; Ill walk aſide, till they are gone, 
to avoid ſuſpicion. 

Gus. So will I, to avoid danger; I have grop'd out 
a tree, they ſhan't ſay I leave the field however. | 
[Guzman climbs the * lebe door is unlocſ d. 
. 4 5 | 


Jran. 
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Juan. Sure, I heard a door open. | thi 
Hen. I thought ſo too—At this late hour! what can 
it mean? it cannot ſure be mine! 

Ant. The door open'd ; where are you, friend? wu 
Hon. [At the door.) What ſtay you for? a 
Hen. By hell it is, for that's Honeria's voice. 

Juan. Patience, a moment; and you'll make a clear- 
er diſcovery ; ſtand a little aſide. 

1 Hen. My love! is it you? 

Ant. Not he, whom you expect, lady, but a friend 

Hen. Not he! who art thou then? and what ſha- 

do is that? 

Hen. I can contain no longer; vile woman, I am 
thy deſtiny, and his mortal enemy. 

Ant. My mortal enemy. 

Hen. Ves, villain, thy life ſhall anſwer this attempt 
upon my honour. | E 

Ant. Vain man ! the life, thou threat'neſt, is. gnard- 


N 


29288 


ed by a truſty ſword. | [Abt. 
F Claſhing of ſwords! my friend's in danger. 0 

| 5 | [adwances. 
Hen. More of your crew ! Ho, Sylvie—-Geraldo, X 
TFaques— thieves !—allaſſins ! : n 
A, 3 Bring torches—ho ! 


| 


[Felicia and Roſa leave the ſummer-houſe. 
ug. Their fwords clatter bravely in the dark. 
Hen. [ Falls] Eve loſt my (word ——— 

Juan. What, are you hurt? 2 

Hen. I know not. [the moon riſes. 

Flo. What, d'ye give back? you will not eaſily evade 
our juſt reſentments, now the riſing moon aſſiſts us. 

Han. Now I ſee him; oh my love, what ſhall we 
do ? my brother will facrifice me to his revenge. 

Flo. Truſt to my honour ; I'll redeem you from his 
cruelty, or periſh. Where's my brave friend ? 
Ant. By your ſide; away—PFI! ſecure your retreat. 

| Exeunt Florio, Honoria, and Antonio. 
Gus. Yonder's my maſter victorioũs, and-marching 
off with his fait prize—Huzza! Tl: down, and join 
the triumph. | ; [Exit. 
Hen. No no, tis but a ſcratch ! 

Tuan, 
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* But while I have been be to PER. © you» 
the villains have eſcap'd ; they were afraid of the light 
—lean on my arm. 

Hen. I ſcorn aſſiſtance I am yet able to revenge my 
| Injuries I will go ſeek the wicked cauſe— - 

Juan. Be moderate, however, when you meet her,- 

Hen. Moderate ! 

Juan. Or you will never make diſcovery who theſe 
prop were, nor what their intent. Hear what 1 

ave to offer; go in, and make a cool enquiry— 
fe ! how 7 is this fury !—T will, mean while, 
endeayour to trace theſe villains to their dens. 

[Exit after them. 
Hen, Well, well—Pl try—oh this ungratefvul girl ! 
* [Exit at the $7000 * 


Scene Auge to the City. 


Enter Flokio, and Ax ro Io, with Honokia---« At 
a little Diſtance, GUzMAN, and, after him, JUAN. 


Ant. Fear not, madam, we-will defend you againſt 
all attempts. en [Exeunt. 
Sur. Yes, yes, there they go---and here's Antonio, 
dringing up the tear; "they're but juſt before, fir 3 my 
maſter is bearing ber off moſt gallantiy; don't loſe ſight 
of me, and you're ſecure.” [Exit. 
Juan. He takes me for one of his own a party's z his 
mittake will enable me to danger en - 


— 
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2115 % Rater: FeLICia, and Ros. Non 
Fel. 55 terrified out of my ſenſds=uWhap:lean 

have been the iſſue? 

_ Roſa. Heaven dn ma am; they may be all 

kill'd ; when we tetura'd to the ſummer-bouſe, all was 

1 not a ſoul there. - She's loſt, at beſt. 
Ty "Vis poſſible, that, in her fright, . the ran to her 
. a pagtuygaty.: by the "mn ai err een 0 


„ea Stop, ſtog adam z theres 4 and Pon 
| n ques With his ang 'drawn--- What ſhall we 0e ? 
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Fel. Step aſide, behind this door,” and liſten te his | 
intentions. 


Euter HenziQuez, and Ja aus with Lights. 


* Faques.. Not to be found, indeed, fir; we have 
fearch'd every room, 
"Hen. Infamous, abandon'd woman 1 to cat ſo deep 
a ſtain upon our hanour; if I find her, III facrifice her 
blood to the manes of her offended parents. 


Roſa. Hear you, madam ? [afidg. 
Fel. I do, and tremble. [afide. 
2 dd $ her woman, villain? Why don't you 


12 . Roſa 1 Ref; 14 
oily me What am I to Ay? Here: fir. 


Hen. Where's your miſtreſs ? 
Roſa. Sir, ſhe told me, about balf an hour - | 


; 2 He would go 


Hen. Quick 

| Roſa. Into the garden, fir. | 

Hen. Ay, then my, diſgrace is certain, tis dit 
nd perpetual inſamy is my portion. ---Fhis the re- 
ward for: all my cares !---my inceſſant torments 1—— 
daily cautions I- -hourly admonitions ! A man bad 

better have to rule beaſts. of | prey, than women 
| they have not balf their deſigns- their cruelty- in- 
-gratitude! She hath buried my heart in forrow, and 
engtaven diſhonour; on the tomb of her anceſtors. —. 
She ſtole away her accomplices _—_— 
and ud means of revenge to. be. found } Oh l what 
creatures, which ate but feathers in the ſcale of our 
enjoyments, - N 29d ſuch Weighs: 1b our anxieties 


and torments 10 bo beoß 


Entey Joan... 1E: 54. 

4 n. Don Henrigques. — bavedone wonders i our 

—4 for ſo ſhort à time - 8% nt 7 
Hen, Tell me Reer wel dur whh ir- 

8 117 gt Ns; 

Fan. T have harbour Gabal 158. üg. 20 
Hen. You revive me. Fr 
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Tuan. | ſoon diſcover'd ſome, whom 1 ſuſpeRed to- 
be the villains ;, but unable fingly to attack 'em, I: 
kept at a little diſtance, to obſerve which way they 
took, when one of their party, who was behind the 
reſt, confirm'd me in my (ofoicions, ; miſtaking me for 
one of his own crew, he bade-me come on, ſaying 
his maſter was but juſt before—— | 
Hen. Good! good! To 

Juan. We had not paſs'd above two ſtreets, before 
he ſtopp'd ; and at the ſecond houſe beyond the church 
in St. Fago's ſtreet. he enter'd, and bid me follow 

Roſa. 'The houſe, where Don Florio, is conceal'd, 
madam. - [Bebind. 

Juan. I ſtopping to obſerve it well, he grew aware 
of having ſpoke to a ſtianger, ran into the houſe, and 
lock d the door. I notic'd it particularly, and can't 
miſs it. "PILLS 

Hen. Then, ere this, poſſibly they have eſcaped: 

Joes: That is not likely ; Where elſe can they take 
refuge, at this time of night, in Seville? No—no--- 

» we have them ſafe, El engage. 
Hen. You have given me new life; let me but enjoy 
my revenge, and tho“ the next moment were my laſt 0 
I cou'd die contented. Call all my ſervants— I will 
beſiege that impious dwelling ; I'll reduce that thea- 
tre of my diſgrace, to aſhes. 

Juan. Again in theſe mad fits |: for ſhame; conſult: 
your , reaſon ; how. wild and unpraQticable were the 
attempt, to aſſail a houſe at this time of night, in a 
well govern'd city ! it would only. expoſe your per- 
ſon and fortune to the rigour of the-law, publiſh your 
diſhonour, and fruftrate your revenge for. ever. 

Hen. And woy'd you have me tamely ſtay, till theſe 
ruffians, who have invaded my _ houſe, affronted my 
perſon, and ſtole my ſiſter, may eſcape my vengeance? 
Juan. Be but zul by me, Il ſhew you, the ſureſt 
and neareſt way to gain it; Flt inſtantly, to the corte 

idot's,” for the ald of. his authotity, to ſecure. them 
for the. preſent, and to-morrow give em up to the 
bb 2.03) 7 fn ethivsl io 1 7 eln 

' Hen. Away -:;aWway- - Conceive you I will wait 
ſuch flow deciſiona ? Submit a perſonal injury to the 


tame i 


% 


\ Ca. 


: 
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tume formal law? Oh! no; my honour challenges . 
| Tedreſs from my own arm. FI! | may 
Juan. Honour conſiſts in reaſon, and in juſtice, H 
not in fiantick violence - that only is your idol. I fay 
pray be calm. - reflect - all my deſign is But to 1! 
conceal the ſhame, till we have the villains in our him- 
power ; which cannot be brought about, by any means may 
ſo ſure, as by demanding juſtice again} the aſſault- who 
ers of your houſe and perſon ;-truſt to my conduct; than 

I'll be ſpeedier than you can think, and bring you ſa- 
tisfaction inſtantly. [Extt. ne! 


Hen. Cou'd you flo, you wou'd move too flow 
| | for mydefires - - Oh! how tedious are the moments 


meaſur'd by revenge ! 8 4 
Roſa. [ Bebind] I' venture, tho? I periſh, ma' am, may 
| an] give her warning of their defigns ; 'T'vy ſure, ſhe's tra 
# there—this houſe is in ſuch confuſion, I can run, with- _-_ 
out being miſs'd. | 

Fel. Fly, brave girl! and Fil retire to Honoria's hou 
| chamber, till your return, [Exeunt Fel. and Roſa. app 
_ Hen, Let why? Why am Ito be confrouPd by other's the 
| wills? Why rul'd by other's counſels? ' Are not my bits 
| own . diſcretion, and wiſdom, ſufficient arbiters ? T1! all 
after, and at all events, ſacrifice the deſtroyers of my tier 
glory; Tl hunt them out, tho' they were buried in the 

the center; or failing, I will withdraw me from the 

world: Iaſulted and expos'd, I cannot ſubmit myſelf 

an object of public ridicule; and contempt ; much leſs, 
can I bear the fight of him, u ho will expe a ſpotleſs 
Alter at my bands, 
Ser. Sir, Don Antonio is juſt artivid ———. ha 
Hen. Who, villain, who? | CE 
Ger. Don Antonio, fir, your brother-in-law ;., S Mie br 

Mr conducted him to my lady's ddt,U nber) and bade 
me give you notice of . 70 a CY 2 3928 Ip TI. {5 ce 
Hen. There my ſliames begin = there the y. ſtrike 11 
'deep——this cireumſtance alone www wanting: to com- br 
pleat my infamy-— What ſhall I fay ?- What do? He'll in 
alk me for his wife —ean I telt him, ſhe is—— Oh to 


curſed woman! where ſhall I find a heart, a tongue, a 
voice, a ſacq Ger. 
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Ger. Your commands, fir—'tis poſſible, Don Antenio 
may think it long. | 

Hen. Plague and the devil !—why tell him— tell him 
ſay you can't find me. [Exit Ger.] | will avoid him ;. 
Fil hide myſelf, till he's gone I cannot bear to ſee 
him—when he. finds no one here to entertain him, be 
may leave the houſe offended : let him, with my 
whole heart; 1 will undergo any cenfure, rather 
than be the reporter of iny own diſgrace. [ Exit. 


SCENE, the Antechamber to Honor1a's Apartments. 


Enter Ax TON IO and FrNeESTO. 


Ant. My friend, and his miſtreſs, ſafely lodg'd, I. 
may now attend to my own engagements, Yet this 
ſtrange uſage perplexes me; ſuff'ring me. to wait thus 
long, on my firtt arrival! 

3 I fw:ar, I am amaz'd, fir. Tis not above two 
hours, fince I ſaw a numerous family here, and, to all: 
appearance, well order'd ; now the pages bolt out of 
their doors, then ftart back into their holes, like rab- 
bits in a. warren ;. the maids too, as we enter'd, were 
all peeping out of the garret windows, like the upper 
tier of ordnance in a ſhip—all diforder! but hete comes 
the ſervant, you. ſent in. 


: Enter GERALDo0; 

Ant. Friend, where's-your maſter ? | 

Ger. I can't tell, indeed, fir, he's not to be found... 

Ant. Where's his ſiſter ?- | 

Ger. Truly, I. don't know, fir; we men ſervants - 
have little concern. with the lady's quarters. [Exit. 

Ant, Humph !—are you ſure, Erneſto, you have not 
brought me to a wrong houſe ? 

Ern. If you are ſure we are awake, fir, then am I 
certain this is the very houſe, wherein this aſteraoon, 
I faw and fpoke both with Don Henriquez and your 
\ bride ; by the ſame token, there was a lady with her 
ina veil ; and this identical room is the antechamber 
to your bride's apartment. | 
Ant. Then, what can all this mean? I dare not ſup- 


poſe 
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poſe the Marquis wou'd be ſo importunate to have 
me ſacrific d to ſuch a. creature, as her own brother 
is aſham'd to ſhew me. 

Ern. Don't fear, fir, —you- may foon be ſet right, in 
that point; for yonder [I fee her in the inner room, ly- 
ing on her couch, and reading: tho' her face is turn'd. 
the other way, PI! ſwear to her ſhape, and cloaths. 

Ant. Axe you quite certain it is ſhe? 

Ern. There ate not many like her, fir. 

Amt. Since you ate ſure; Il venture in, without her 
brother's introduction. 

Ern. Soft, fir, ſhe faves you the trouble, and is com- 
ing this way. 


Enter FeLicta, with a Bool. 


Fel. In ſhort 'tis to no purpoſe, my concern for Ho- 
noria robs me of all attention. {Throws the Book away. 
Ant. Heavens ! that lovely form, which, fearing my 

revolt, appears to prove my conſtancy and truth. 

Fel. Defend me! who is this? Does my mind bear 
falſe witneſs, or am I enchanted? : 
Ant. If it be but a. viſion 
Ern. Dear! dear! what fit of frenzy is this? Why, 
fir, 'tis Honoria—no viſion—but a lovely living woman, 
and your deſtin'd bride. 
Fel. Tis he indeed! I'm all amazement 
Ant. The bleſſing is too mighty for my faith. 
Ern. Oh! never conſult faith about it, fir ; approach, 
and truſt your ſenſe. | - 
Fel. And does he come to wed Honoria ? This her 
intended huſband ? What myſtery is this, and how to 

be uncavell'd ? . 

Ant. If yet Antonio be not quite forgot. | 

Fel. The ſervant's error has miſled him ; he takes 
me for Honoria; how ſhall Il at? Had I not better, 
for hex ſake,-ftil-fayour the deceit? So gain ſome time, 
till ſhe returns, or hear how ſhe is diſpos'd of ! It ſhall 
be ſo— 'I treſpaſs a few moments on the hazard of 

Henriguex s coming to undeceive him, ſqund Antonio's 

'fentiments, then get off as well as my heart will let 

me. Ide. 

"Fo | Ant. 
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| Ant. Thou dear reſemblance of her, whom my ſout 
doats on, in pity, ſpeak—Say, art thou that lovely 


maid, to whom I once preſum'd to-pay the tr 
of love? 


ueſt vows 


Fel. I am, Antonio, that very ſhe, whoſe ſafety, and 
whoſe honour, you made your generous care ; and to 


whom you paid ſome haſty vows of love. 


Ant. And is it poſſible, that fortune has compleated, 


what affection began? 


Fel. I cannot but acknowledge ſhe has been pecu- 


larly propitious to you; and I ſhou'd make 


an ill re- 


turn to thoſe yows, did I not congratulate you on the 
blind Goddeſs's amazing bounty, that has given you, 
Pu the wife to whom you have engag'd yourſelf, the 


only woman you can love. 


Ant. No doubt my conduct may ſeem ſtrange, yet 


hear me ſpeak 


Fel. And ſwear again eternal love—and breath again 
thoſe ardent proteſtations. which were intended for me 


alone, and not to be transferr'd to an unknown fair? 


Ant. By my hopes of future happineſs, I vow, that 


long e er I beheld thoſe eye 


Fel. We have no time for explanations now; a fur- 


ther conference wou'd be improper, till my 
ſanction has allow'd our interview. 


Ant. Leave me not, deareſt lady, in this uncertainty | 


brother's 


give me the ſmalleſt hope, that you have ever thought 
your ſervant worthy a remembrance ; then, if I cannot 


juſtify myſelf, diſcard, deſpite me utterly. 


Fel. Efteem, that ſprings from gratitude, cannot 
eaſily decay—let that ſuffice ; and, if you ate the ſame 
Antonio, generous and noble, as you firſt ſhew'd to me, 

| When in my diſtreſs'd fituation—But how am I tranſ- 
greſſing? Heneria muſt act, as becomes Don Henri- 
auen s ſiſter? in his abſence, longer diſcourſe wou'd 


be improper ; our next meeting way be leſs 


reſtrain'd. 


— my mind is ſomething eaſier, and his penetrating 


nſhip has not interrupted us. [Aſide.] 


[ Exit. 


Ant. To that next meeting then will I look forward, 
and hope ſhall be my comforter, for that ſhe did-not 


deny me.---PerfeQion of prudence, as of | 


ovelineſsf: 
conſcious, 
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conſcious that I can juſtify myſelf in honour, and in- 
' tegrity, I have no doubt of happineſs... - 


Enter HenRriQUEZ, 


Hen. Sure he has learn'd the whole, c'er this, and is 
one to meditate revenge. [Afide. 
Ant. Noble Don Henriquez | 
Hen. O curſe! he's here ſtill; I cannot fly him now. 
[Afide. 
Ant. Amazement! avoid a friend that's come fo long 
a journey to call himſelf at your fair ſiſter's feet! 
Hen. Ay, now the ſtorm breaks—What ſhall I'fay to 
him? [ Aſide.] You may eafily ſuppoſe, fir, I am ſome- 
what diſconcerted—that you ſhou'd: find my houſe in 
fuch diforder—ſo unprepar'd for the honour of ſo brave 
a a gueſt 
_ I am indeed ſurpriz d - beyond what I can ex- 
preſs—tF ſcarce imagin'd, Don Henriquez, your ſiſter 
. cou'd have been | 
Hen. 'Forture!* plagues ! [Afide:]—it is not in a bro- 
ther's power, Antonio, to make a filter better, than 


Ant. In your's it cannot be—I never ſaw a more ac- 


compliſh'd creature. 
Hen: Ha! what means he? Aide. 
Ant. Notwithſtanding your abſence, I have juſt en- 
joy'd the happineſs-of an interview; ſhe ſo far exceeds 
the reſt of her ſex:I ever ſaw; her beauty, wit, and 
diſcretion, are ſo excellent, all favourable circumſtances 
join to make me bleſs this meetin 125 8 
Hlen. How am I to underſtand this? Can he be in 
. earneſt? Iwill, if pollible, contain myſelf, and try to 
fathom this. [Hide] Lou have then-ſeen,. and en- 
- tertained my filter, fir. | FM 


4nt: Thave, and with-fuch full delight, tha think 
Ee 


all the pains and teils of my paſt life exquiſitely fe- 
warded in thoſe few moments of her converſation; I 
+ with'd tbem to be prolong'd, but her diſcretion wou'd 
not ſuffer too long a viſit, in your abſence : and. I cou'd 
not but adote the prudence; that robb'd me of ſuch 

tranſcendent pleaſure, © _ 
Hen. I am more and more confounded. [Afide.] She 
might have ſpar'd that. caution, fir, ſince with Fen 
RY: new 
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knew my ſentiments—wou'd I cou'd get him away! 
Aſade.] Shall I heve-the pleaſure to conduct you to 
your chamber? I fear tis late, and you want reſt. 

Ant. I cou'd not think of. troubling you, nor indeed 
any one at preſent, being oblig d late as it is, to lee a 
friend, before I go-to rel. 

Hen. Shall I attend you ? 

Ant. By no means—I muſt not ſuffer it; Ill return 
in an hour, at fartheſt. 

Hen. Take your own time; you're wholly maſter here. 

Ant, I thank you, ſit— adieu! [I never ſaw a man 
ſo diſcompos'd, whatever the matter is Erneſlo. bid 
Sancho attend me out, and ſtay you in my apartment 
till I return.) [Af6de. [Exit. 

Hen. How am | to-interpret all this? One myſtery 
breeds another; ſo delighted with her converſation, fo 
enamour'd of her form! he ſeem'd in earneſt ;—and 
then to make ſuch a ſudden ſally abroad, after a long 
Journey too, in a place where | ſhou'd ſuppoſe him an 
utter ſtranger, and not ſuffer me to accompany him— 
but I'll bear no more ſuſpence; Il to my ſiſter's 
chamber, and unriddle the whole. 


Enter JuUaN. 

Juan. Come away, Don Henriquez:; diſpatch, all's 
prepar'd ; our kinſman, the corregidor, waits you with 
a ſtrong band of Alguazils. . 

Hen. Huſh! Dan Antonio and his people are arriv'd 
={Ome- one may overhear us 

2 Has he diſcover'd your ſiſter's abſence ? 

en. I don't know—1 think not. 

Tuan. Away then, to-recover her; we have not a. 
moment to loſe. | e 

Hen. Pray, ſtay a little: I labour with a doubt, which: 
will burſt me, if not clear'd. 

Tuan. Are you mad? Will you permit ſuch vil- 
lains to eſcape, and laugh at us for ever? Now's your 
only time—they will depend on our lying quiet till: 
morning—away—you mult not ſtay an inſtant. 

Hen. Well, well I go—I will 
Of all the ills, wherewith our lives are curſt, 
Suſpence, and jealous fears, are far the worſt. 

1 150 5 | [Exeunt 
ACT 
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ATT iv. SCENE I 
SCENE, Frono's Houſe. 


Enter Honarta, FLoklo, and Guzman. 


Her. XK TAS ever ſuch a diſtreſsful miſtake! Of ? 


Fle. Villain, thou haſt ruin'd us ; where 
was thy foul? Had fear utterly baniſh'd it? Left thee 
not a grain of common ſenſe? And why did you not 
let me know. it, as ſoon as we were come into the 
houſe ? 

Guz. Lack-a-day, fir, what could you bave done, 
if you had known it then? 3 

Flo. Have ſallied out, raſcal, and kill'd the rogue, 
in whoſe, power thou haſt put it to ruin us; e'er this, 
perhaps, he has acquainted Don Henriquez—and we 
may, every moment, expect the ſeveteſt effects of rage, 
and malice, ſeconded by the appearance of juſtice 
Curſe on all cowards ! better far be ſerv'd by fools, 
and knaves. | 8 

Guz. Why, fir, is it my fault, that I am not a cat? 
How could I tell, in the dark, whether that raſcal was 
a knight errant, or a knight recreant? I took bim for 
a ſtiend. Were 5 nat for ſuch accidents as theſe that 


mock man's forecaſt, the deitinies would never have 


had a place among the deities. | 

Flo. Peace, cowardly, ſententious ſlave ! but that I 
would not diſgrace my ſword. with ſuch baſe blood, 
thou ſhould'ſt not have a moment to live. 

Gus. A thouſand thanks to my baſe blood, for ſav- 
ing my noble fleſh. [Afde. 

Hon. For heav'ns fake, Florio, be pacified, and let us 
conſider of ſome means to extricate ourſelves; we 
muſt not ſtay here; my brother will be upon us 
inſtantly | | 

Flo. To convey you ſafely hence is my only care; 
my own danger I regard not. I will myſelf conduct 
you to ſome ſhelter So his barbarous temper. 

Hon. You ſhould not for the world. Think what 
would be the conſequence ſhould you be m_ v7 


the offic 
mities. 
Flo. 
ux. 
- rogues 
likely 


* 
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the officers of juſtice; that would compleat our cala- 
mities. 

Flo. Run, raſcal, and fetch a chair immediately. 

-Gusz. A pretty errand at this time of night? thoſe 
- rogues of chairmen are mighty good-natur'd ; they're 
„ likely to obey a ſervant's orders, after eleven o'clock. 
A [Exit. 
Flo. But then, to hazard you alone! 

Hon. The danger in that is not half fo terrifying, as 
being found here ;—admit there were no cauſe to fear 
the Pq effects of cruelty, and revenge, yet being ſeen 
in your houſe would be interpreted into all that ca- 
lumny could invent. ; | 

Flo. Tho' the complexion of your brother's malice 
were as black as hell, it could not caſt a ſtain on inno- 
cence like your's. | 

Hon. Alas ! my Floroi, the unhappy are always in 
the wrong, and ſlander once propagated, never dies. 
Why did 1 leave my brother's houſe? Why engage 


your love and tenderneſs in an adventure that may 


prove your ruin? 
Flo. Depriv'd of you, I live but to be miſerable. 


Enter GUzMan. 


Flo. The chair is come, fir, juſt as I expected. 

Flo. Where is it? ; 

Guz. Ev'n where it was. The chairmen are ſo 
deeply engaged at cards, they ſwear they'll not ſtir for 
all the Dons in Sewille. 

Flo. Raſcals — I'll have em, if I drag 'em hither. 


[ Exit.” 


Hon. My Florio, ſtay ; what mean you? O heav'ns! 
he'll meet my enrag'd brother, and the officers ; then I 
ſhall be utterly miſerable | 

Gus. As much averſion as I have, madam, to 


throwing myſelf in harm's way, yet I am really ſo 
concern d at the miſtake I have made, that I almoſt 


wiſh I had endur'd a few blows, rather than have 
brought ſuch a diſtreſs upon you 

Hon. Prithee peace | 
Enter ANTONIO aud SANCHO. 


Ant. Where is my worthy friend? Gus. 
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Gus. Did you not meet him at the door fir? 
Ant. No. 


fir. 
Ant. Madam, I could not think of ſeeking reſt, till 
I had returned to inform myſelf of your's, and my 
noble friend's ſtate of miind ; and to offer my future 
ſervices, whenever you requice them. 1 


Enter Rosa, running. 


Ref. Oh! madam ! 
Hen. Heav'ns, Roſa, you here! 
Rof. It's a mercy, I am here, madam —for thro” 


fear of being traced, and my intelligence prevented, I 


have taken ſo many ſtrange, round about tui ningt 
and windings, I almoſt loſt myſelf. 

Hon. But what diſaſter brings you? 

Roſ. A terrible one, madam,—you're found out, 
and purſued— Don Juan, by the help of the moon, 
and a miſtake of ſome of your party, trac d you to 
this houſe, and, in my hearing, informed your brother 
of the whole; who is coming with the corregidor and 
officers to ſeize all that ſhall be found within theſe 
walls. | 

Hon. O unfortunate? 

Roſ. Away, madam, or you're — 

Hon. What a torrent of woes am 2 in! my 
brother's crnel fury, has, I doubt not, aſperſed my 
name with infamy, ne'er to be wiped ou.— 
Ant. Let the conſciouſneſs of your innocence make 
you bold, and defy worldly cenſures.— While your 
own heart approves, you're ſafe —- 

Roſ. They'll be upon you, before you are aware» 
madam 711 

Hon. That Florio ſhould be abſent!—and yet to 
wait his return: a. 95 

Roſ. Would be madneſs, madam 
Ant. Dare you venture yourſelf with me, madam ? 
Upon my honour, I'll prote& you, or periſh. 

Hon. My ſad ſituation, fir, obliges me to trouble 
you, and your late conduct gives me conidence, With 


gratitude, I accept your ofter. | 


Gus. He went out but juſt before you came in, 
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Am. 1 am the obliged, madam. Guzman, go ſeek 


your maſter, and tell him the danger not allowing us to 
wait, | will convey his miſtreſs to a nunnery. [Ex. Guz. 
Within religious walls ſhe muſt be ſecure. | 
Hon. And ſtay you, Roſe, to bring me word of his 
reſolves. | | 
Ant. Hold! On recolleQion, they will not open the 


| monaſtery gates, at this hour, without a ſtrict enquiry, 


and that would equally betray us.—I have it—the 
happieſt thought! I will convey you, madam, to my 
brother-in-law's. His quality and honour will be a 
ſanQion to you, and his wife will with pleaſure pay 
the offices que to your virtue and diſtreſs. The liberty, 
I take herein, I am confident they will approve and 
thank me for. Sancho, ſtay here, repreſent all this to 
Florio, and conduct him with the utmoſt caution and 
ſecreſy to my apartment; happily I have the key 
Erneſto fits up for me, ſo I ſhan't want it; and, for 
Florio's better ſecurity, tell him 'tis my counſel that 
he comes in a chair. 
Hon. Continue here, dear Reſa, till you are aſſured 
what ſteps Florio takes; then return home, where J 
will find ſome means to ſend for intelligence. To what 
low arts am I reduc'd by my diſtreſſes! 
Ant. Let the reflection that you deſerve them not, 
ſupport you to endure them. ; 
[Exeunt Antonio, and Honoria. 
San Upon my ſoul, a very gallant compliment my 
maſter makes to your lady and her lover, to quit his 


brother in-law's, and leave ſo ſweet a bride as Honoria, - 


alone ; 
 Rof. What, is his miſtreſs's name Honoria, too? 
San. Yes, and if ſhe had but as fair a handmaid as 
yourſelf, I ſhould ſoon forget our damſels in the Low 
Countries. a | | 


o 


Enter GuzMan. 


Cue Is not my maſter return'd ? 
Roſ. No. | 
Gus.” Nor I can't find him—A pretty pickle we are 


in —Oons, methinks a man, who has but one grain 


of wit, wou'd never ſerve a lover; he had better 


ſerye-a mountebank, and be run through the body 
twice 
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twice a week to recommend his balſam—Our maſtery 
and miſtreſſes have very prudently ſneaked off, and 
left us to pay the reckoning—Ay, tis the fame in all 
times and all places---ſo ſpoke the Engliſh poet 
Thus little villains muſt ſubmit to fate, 

That great ones may enjoy the world in ſtate. 


Enter Foro, and Chairman with a Chair. 


Flo. Stay in the entry till I call you. How now! 
where's Honoria ? © | | 
. Gus. Fled away in the dark, fir, with a young man 
of your acquaintance. 4 4 

Flo. Villain, leave fooling. 

Guz. There's none in the caſe, fir---She never did 


wiſer--- had ſhe ſtaid your return, ſhe had fallen into 


their clutches which will immediately gripe you, if 
you don't make off; Roſa has ran, till ſhe had little 
breath left, to tell you the corregidor and alguazils 
are coming to apprehend all in this houſe—ſo ſave 
yourſelf, fir---ſhe's ſafe , enough---Antenio has taken 
her to a nunnery. ooh 0 
Flle. A nunnery, ſlave !---there ſhe's loſt to me for 
ever —--When once they are informed of theſe tranſ- 
aQions 
. Roſ. Be pacified, fir, it was ſo defign'd, at firſt. 
San. But my maſter has convey'd her, fir, to his 
- brother-in-law's, whoſe credit and quality are fo 
eminent, that the engaging him in ons mutual pro- 
tection, he doubts not, will much avail yoy»--My 
- maſter's bride, too, will aſſiſt to comfort her---I was 
ordered to wait o'purpoſe to inform you of this; and 
if you will venture to follow them, to aſſure you, 
you may depend on a protection there alſo, I have 
the key of my maſter's apartments to conduct you 
privately ; and he intreats, you will go in a chair, 
to avoid being queſtion'd, in caſe of any encounter by 
the way. | 
Flo. My noble friend! with gratitude I embrace his 
counſel. | P 
Gus. Hollo! up with uu burden, beaſts, and fall 
into your half trot [the chair brought, Florio gets into 
it.] IE 81 $5251 [noiſe within. 


Roſa. 


* Heav'ns! we are all taken! fic till, fir, fot 


| 1 
your life. | 


Enter Cox RE OO, JUAN, and ALGUAZILS, ' 


Cor. We have them ſafe. 

Juan. You find, fir, I was right. | 

Cor. Some of you ſearch the houſe throughout : ſee 
what ſervants there are, beſide thoſe in the hall. Be | 
quick—we wait you here. | 

[Exeunt two Alguazils, 
Gus. This is one of Don Cupid 8 pretty Je Ss: we | 
are ſtruck upon a rock before we put out to ſea. 

Cor. What are you, firrah ? 

R Guz. A creature very like a man, fir, only I want a 
« heart. | | 

Cer. You're pleaſant, fir---Pray Heav'n your mirth 
continue !---Who is that woman veil'd? 

Guz, Let her anſwer for herfelf, if your worſhip 
pleaſes---She has a tongue ; ſet it once a-going, and 
{be'll tell more than ſhe — | 
Cor. Uncover her face. [an Alguazil goes to Roſa, | 

Juan. [to the Alguazil] Hold, friend !-—Couſin, con- 
fider, ſhould it be Honoria, twould be terrible to ex- 
poſe her here. | | ol 
. 82 Tis juſt—go, then, and ſpeak in private to | 


Rof. [to Juan, addreſſing her.) "Tis I, fir, Roſa, at · | 
tending on my lady; I was commanded by her * 
Juan. Enough; I underſtand the reſt, and pity her: 
bid her fit ſtill; I'll de my beſt to ſave her from diſ- 


ace. 
7% A lucky miſtake: it may fave Florio from the 
officers. [Goes to the chair] They take you for my 
miſtreſs, fir, fit cloſe; PH follow, and watch all oc- | 
caſions for your eſcape. | es - 
Juan. We have found our wandering nymph, fir. _ 
Cor. Was that Honoria ? 3 
Juan. No, fir ; her waiting-woman Roſa, follow- 
ing the chair wherein they were conveying Honoria 
to ſome other place. 
Cor. We arrived wowy rag we ſtaid a moment 
Jonger, they had all been fled. 


0 *. 
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twice a week to recommend his balſam.— Our maſters 
and miſtreſſes have very prudently ſneaked off, and 
left us to pay the reckoaing—Ay, *tis the ſame in all 
times and all places---ſo ſpoke the Engliſh poet 
Thus little villains muſt ſubmit to fate, 
That great ones may enjoy the world in ſtate, 


Enter FLoxio, and Chairman with a Chair. 


Flo. Stay in the entry till I call you. How now! 
where's Honoria ? pare | 
. Gus. Fled away in the dark, fir, with a young man 
of your acquaintance. 

Flo. Villain, leave fooling. 

Guz. There's none in the caſe, fir---She never did 


wiſer--- had ſhe ſtaid your return, ſhe had fallen into 


their clutches which will immediately gripe you, if 
you don't make off; Roſa has ran, till ſhe had little 
breath left, to tell you the corregidor and alguazils 
are coming to apprehend all in this houſe—ſo ſave 
yourſelf, fir---ſhe's ſafe , enough---Antenio has taken 
her to a nunnery. | l 2 
Flo. A nunnery, ſlave I- there ſhe's loſt to me for 
ever When once they are informed of theſe tranſ- 
actions 
Roſ. Be pacified, fir, it was ſo defign'd, at firſt. 
San. But my maſter has convey'd her, fir, to his 
- brother-in-law's, whoſe credit and quality are fo 
eminent, that the engaging him in your mutual pro- 
tection, he doubts not, will —— avail you---My 
- maſter's bride, too, will aſſiſt to comfort her---I was 
ordered to wait o'purpoſe to inform you of this; and 


if you will venture to follow them, to aſſure — 8 
have 


you may depend on a protection there alſo, I 
the key of my maſter's apartments to conduct you 
privately ; and he intreats, you will go in @ chair, 
to avoid being queſtion'd, in caſe of any encounter by 
the way. - | 

Fhe. My noble friend! with gratitude I embrace his 
counſel. | | | W 

Gus. Hollo! up with your burden, beaſts, and fall 
into your half trot [the chair brought, Florio gets into 
#.] n {noiſe within. 


a, 


art 


- 


; Ref. 'Heav'ns! we are all taken fic ſtill, fir, fot 
your life. I 


Enter CoxREOIDOA, JUan, and ALGUAZILS, 


Cor. We have them ſafe. 
Juan. You find, fir, I was right. | 
Cor. Some of you ſearch the houſe throughout : ſee 
what ſervants there are, beſide thoſe in the hall. Be 
quick—we wait you here. 


[Exeunt twe Alguazils. 
Sur. This is one of Don Cupid's pretty jeſts: we 
are ſtruck upon a rock before we put out to ſea,--- 

Cor. What are you, firrah ? | 
R Guz. A creature very like a man, fir, only I want a | 

heart. 

Cor. You're pleaſant, ſir Pray Heav'n your mirth 
continue !---Who is that woman veil'd ? | | 

Guz, Let her anſwer for herfelf, if your worſhip 
pleaſes---She has a tongue ; ſet it once a-going, and 
{be'll tell more than ſhe knows. 

Cor. Uncover her face. [an Alguazil goes to Roſa, 
Juan. [to the Alguazil] Hold, friend !-—Couſin, con- 
fider, ſhould it be Honoria, twould be terrible to ex- 
poſe her here. | „ 
R Cor. Tis juſt—go, then, and ſpeak in private to 


er. l 

Rof. [to Juan, addreſſing her.] Tis I, fir, Roſa, at · 
tending on my lady; I was commanded by her- | 

Tuan. Enough ; I underſtand the reſt, and pity her: 
bid her fit ſtill; I'll do my beſt to ſave her from diſ- 

ace. 
1 1 A lucky miſtake: it may fave Florio from the 
officers. [Goes to the chair] They take you for my 
miſtreſs, fir, fit cloſe; I'M follow, and watch all oc- 
caſions for your eſcape. | 

Juan. We have found our wandering nymph, ſir. 

Cer. Was that Honoria ? BY 

Juan. No, fir ; her waiting-woman Roſa, follow- 
ing the chair wherein they were conveying Honoria = 
to ſome other place. 

Cor. We arrived wy a we ſtaid a moment 
Jonger, they had all been fled. | 


O 1. 
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; aff Should we fee who's in the chair, fir? 
No, forbear ; the folly is puniſhment enough 
to a woman of ber rank, without adding that of 
Punic * 1 . PR 
van. How fingularly happy it was, that you per- 
ſuaded Don e es bs «AA us at your — ol 
Had he been a witneſs to this diſcovery, his fury had 
.tranſgreffed all bounds. ek 
Cor. Tis true; and matters of this fort had better 
be reconeiled by the mediation of friends, than either 
private reſentments, or public trials Wbo do you 
belong to, friend ? 
Gusz. To nobody. 
r. Do not you ferve ? 
ux. I did; but my maſter has loſt himfelf— 
Cr. Fake his ſword. 8 
Cu. Pardon me, fir—T will furrender it.—T cqu'd 
*not bear: to be diſerm'd by any hand but my own ;— 
This is a weapon, Pd have you to know, of ſuch dread- 
ful execution, that I dare not draw it, but at the call 
of juſtice Sir, as foon as you reach home, pleale 
to hang it up in your hall, and write under it, | 
g This is bold-Guzman's word; O may it be 
Ever from ruſt, as tis from ſlaughter free 
* Cor. Thou'rtn pleafant fellow. | 
ug. Faith, fir, I never make myſelf uneaſy for 
love, riches, or reputation—nor do I pretend to that 
great ſubrilty of ſenſe, to feel before I am hurt; 
and, ſor the moſt part, I keep out of barm's way— 
© * "Cor. This fellow's an original. 
Cu. But of ſo ill a hand, fir, Iam not worth 
ing up among the worſt of your worſhip's collection. 
Enter Alguazils, with txvo Men and two Women 
Servants, 
ad Alp. Aut pleaſe your worſhip, we ſearch'd the 
houle from the cellar to the gartets, and theſe are all 
of the family tobe found. 
Juan. Theſe are moſt material —- 3 
Cor. Take ſpecial care of this varlet, and the wait- 
ing woman; we'll have the truth from them Tl 


Warrant. Roſe 
1 . 0/a, 
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Roſa. Muſt we be prifoners together, Guzman ? 
Gus, It's not ſo bad as the bands ef wedlock, Roſa. 
Juan. Hold! On refleQion, we had better not carry 
Honoria home, till her W abated ; there- 
fore, if you approve it, couſin, I'll take her to m 
houſe ; as it is our defire to compoſe this buſineſs 
jerly, ſhe will be in a kinfman's houſe with more 
þ ecard and ſatisfaction, and will have, beſide, my 
ſiſter to accompany her; and further [They whiſper. 
Gus. A lovely damſel they are bearing off ſome- 
what bairy, tis true, about the chin, but that's a ſign 
of ſtrength. It tickles me to think how like an aſs his 
worſhip will look, when be opens the ſhell, to find fo 


ha kernel. de. 
py And the lights too? N , 


Juan. Yes, and your oſſieers—take them all off. 
I have two of Don Herriquez's ſervants ; we fhall be 
enough to guard our prifoners, and darkneſs will fuit 
us beſt. The more privacy, the ſafer will Honorid's 
reputation be. Couſin, © ht. 
. Cor. You propoſe well, fir—this bufineſs could not 
be in better hands than your's—There I'll leave it, 
and wiſh you a good night. —Officers, follow me. 
| [Exit, with Alguazils, 
Juan. You may go about your buſineſs, Fiends 3 
I require none but theſe. Take up the chair, and 


follow theſe your guides. [Exeunt, 
Scene changes to Honoria's Anti-chamber, in Hens % 
| quez's Houfe. 


Enter AnTonio, and Honokia. 

Ant. Now that we are fafely arriv'd within theſe 

walls, madam, diſmiſs your fears; pleaſe to remain 

here till I briag lights, and acquaint Honorie with the 

— ſhe will receive in entertaining fo fair a 
gueſt, 


Hen. Acquaint whom, fir ? | 
Ant. My wife Honeria—a little patience—ſhe will 
attend you. : * + 
Han. Is her name Honeria, too? Heaven preſerve 
Her from ſuch diſtreſſes as attend her name-ſake 
But where am I? ſo far from gueſſing the houſe, that, 
what with my fears, and darkneſs of the night, I can't 
| CS: -- Conceive 
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conceive what quarter of the town it is: then we 
* have taken ſo many turnings to avoid meeting my 
.Cruel brother, and his train; — but I truſt in provi- 
dence, I am now in a place out of his reach 


Ener AnTonto with Lights; ſets them on the Table, 


Ant. | now go, madam, to . fetch my wife; your 
Pardon a moment. Exit. 
Hen. And if, as this friendly man flatters me, I can 
but conciliate a friendſhip here Save me! my bro- 
ther's houſe !—this is the quarter joining to my own 
apartment cannot be miſtaken— This the patronage 
.and ſafety I was promis'd !-—falſe, falſe man Vet to 
what end ?—Why ſhould he betray me? My Florio 
cou'd not mean— Oh, no, let me not think it—but 
that this man, who look'd like truth itſelf ] to whom 
my Florio thought be could entruſt his happineſs and 
life—that he ſhould be fo baſe, to throw me into that 
danger it was my only care to ſhun I—All's over now 
---Struggling and hope alike are vain, and all my 
future life is miſery. lues. 


Enter ANTONIO, an Felicia. 


Fel. Who can this lady be? DB 
Ant. It is, I confeſs, madam, a liberty, which 1 
-perhaps ought noi to take ſo early, but the diſtreſs of 
her tuation will beſt apologize to your generous 
heart---The lady -but ſhe can belt relate her fto:y ; I 
will go ſeek Don Henriquez, and engage his power and 
intereſt in her behalf. [Ez#t. 
Fel. Madam, T---Heaven's--- Honoria ! Stay, ſtay 
Antonio---it is not fit Henriquez ſhould be told---he's 
gone, and we are undone. 
Hon. Antonio, ſaid you couſin ? what mean you? 
Fel. Unlucky girl! you are fallen into your huſ- 
band's hands---I have made ſuch diſcoveries--= 
Hen. O Heaven's! yy 7s 55 
Fel. This is the man, to whom you are contracted; 


fear, at the expente of my happineſs. 
Hen. His behaviour, and matives, then are well 


and, to aggravate our perplexities, the very hero, 
who preſerv'd my life, and honour ; tho', I begin to 
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explain d- The man, to whom I was engag'd, has 


been a witneſs to my concealment, my ſhame my 
aſſion for another---and he has uſed this means to 
Bing me to my abandon'd home, that he and my 
unnatural» brother, may: wreak their cruel vengeance 
on me. | 

FeE J am all amazement---How came you into his 
hands 7 | 

Hon. My Florio, to whom he proves an intimate 
friend, entruſted me to his care; tho? till this mo- 
ment, I never heard his name — that might have 
alarm d me — but every lighteſt circumſtance concurs: 
to ruin me. | = 

Fel. But were you diſtracted, to let him bring you 
here, or blind, not to know your own houſe? 

Hon. How could I in ſuch darkneſs, ſuch fear, ſuch 
confuſion ? beſide, he brought me in the back way, 
thro' his own quarter, and had the lights put out, 
before he introduc'd- me---Wel}, I am prepar'd to 
ſuffer; PALS 

Fel. Not in ſuch haſte, my dear girl---while there 
is life there is hope L I'lb ſtruggle to the laſt moment 
Don't you remember the miſtake Antonio's ſervan 
made this afternoon ? Ds 

Hon. Yes. 3 

Fel. Antonios has done the fame, in your abſence; 
and, on your account, I did not diſabuſe him. He. 
bas renew'd his vows of love with equal ardour, as 
when he firſt ſaw me, and ſeem'd tranſported to diſ- 
cover his deſtin'd wife in the woman whom he reſcued. 
There hangs your hope, and mine. 5 

Hon. Vain ſuggeſtion! What hope can we have 
while this A contract remains ſuch a bar to our 

eneral happineſs ?---Beſides, he has ſeen my brother 
by this time---the whole is out- and ruin certain, 

Fel. Not ſo very certain, as you apprehend. An- 
tonio's friendſhip to Florio, which induc'd him to pro- 
tet you, may yet--- 3 

Hon. Friendſhip! dear Felicia, will that remain 
unſhaken ?---will that ſtand up againſt theſe ſtrange 
eyents ?--- againſt the affront done to his honour ? 
Ohl. no---He is not what be was,---his mind, his 

C 3 prin- 
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E are changed, and I am made the victim te 
is wrath--- £9: 5 

Fel. Antonio ! It is impoſſible. Tho” all 
the felicity this world affords. ſhould bribe him, it 
could not tempt him to recede from his pledy'd faith, 
and honour.— 

Han. I forgot ber intereſt in him.---Pardon me, my 
dear Felicia, I ſcarce know what I ſay. My mind 
is wounded by: the variety of mp afflictions. 
Fel. My lovely girl!—excuſe: my warmth—but I 
mult repeat my aſſertions— If we have yet a chance for 
happineſs, tis founded in his Readineſs and truth 
The more 1 contemplate it, the more do my 1 
hopes revive. If you cou d ſecure yourſelf from your 
— this night only, what between my hero and 
+, Hen. But where ſecure myſelf? 

Fel. Steal home with me. 

Fel. By the ſecret door, thro! which you have fo 
often paſe d, to meet your Fhrie—when laſt we uſed 
it, it 8 it — — — Once 
eſcaped, my brother's t for this night's con- 
—— aſk his further advice, and — 
Pll anfwer for him; he is generous, and kind -M 
lover brave and: wiſe—dry your eyes; O'my credit, 
you ſhall not weep, till you have mare o,, t 

Hen. He's here again, coufim - 

Fel. Suppoſe we undeceive him 285 

. Hon. Undeceive him ! 

Fel. Yes—ſuch a confidence, Lam fure, muſt rivet 
him to our intereſts. | 

Hon. For heaven's fake, be cautious. I yet have 
doubts of his conduct 


Fel. L have none. Out hopes in him will be made 
certainties | | 


23 RG rogans ite. | 


. 


| Enter Ax role. | 
Ant. Not yet retucn'd:!—A, gueſt in his houſe too 
that's come ſa far on ſuch a buſineſs.) ſomething L 
can't comprehend—1 have not yet been able, madam, 
to find your brother; but think it can't be * 


A COMEDY. ö 55 


de returns; then I'Il inform him of the accident, 
which has made his houſe this lady's ſanctuary. 
- Hon. He perſiſts in his miſtake, I ſee. [Aſide. 
Fel. Tis now time, Don Antonio, to inform you 


Enter HN ANU Z. 


Hen. 1 cou'd not wait at the corregidor's, tho' I 
promiſed ; my impatience to unfold this riddle burns” 
me up—that Don Antonio ſhould entertain my ſiſter 
when J was politive—By heav'n ſhe's there, and Felicia 
with her !—were all my raſcals mad, or was it a plot 
ta infult me ? and Don Juan was he mad too? to 
ſwear he had trac'd ber to another bouſe? either I, 
or they, or all, muſt be poſſefs d Some enchantment 
reigns: here. | 
Ant. Here is Don Henriguez—naw, It inform him, 
madam, of your fad ſtory. 45! 


Fel. Undone utterly ! Laſide. 
Ant. Don Henriquez—- 


Hon. I thall ſink. f Aide. 
Ant. This lady, with your ſiſter Honeria— 

' Hen, I know her well, fir. 3 

Ant, Then you will the eaſer excuſe my boldneſe. 

Hen. In what, fir? | : 

Hen. Now it comes. [id. 

Ant. That I have been the ↄceaſton of your finding 
her here, at this late hour. | 

Hen. I underſtand. you, fir ;. ſhe is deſirous to paſs 
this night with Honoria, and aſſilt her in ordering ber 
f ceremonies.— Ay, in heav'n's name, let her 

K | 
Fel. Better than I expeQed. Courage cuz! 

Ant. But, fir, the-neceſlity, that induces me to- 
Hen. Dear ir, can you oſe an apolopy neceſ- 
ſary on ee and her kinſwoman, paſſing a night 

t | | 
he Jo ſhe ſo near a relation of his ? tis well; I told 
no more of ber ſtory. | 
Hen. She knows I owe her for many fayours, and 


hope to be able to repay them amply. 
Hon, There—can he ſpeak his deſign much plainer ? 
[Afide to F 1 
= Fel. 


C4 
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Fel For that matter, the cap would fit me, as well 
==yon. | [Afede. 
Hen. Since it is ſo late, fir, will you give the ladies 
leave to retire, for the preſent, to their own chamber ? 
withdraw, Honoria.— 
Hex. Now Felicia. [Afide. 
Fel. I don't like this ſudden calm—'tis but” 
the fore-runner of another ſtorm ; let us fi 
to ſhelter. | 1 
Hon. But how, while they remain in the 8 
p 


K 


room, thro* which we muſt paſs? 
Fel. We muſt watch their departure—'tis| * 
probable, he'll wait on Antonio to his apart- 
ment, and we may take that opportunity to 
eſcape. [Exeunt.} © 
\ Ant. I will now go ſee whether Sancho has yet 
brought Floris to my apartment. [Afide.] your par- 
don, fir, I will but ſtep to my own chamber, and 
geturn immediately. 

Hen. Shall I conduct you, fir ? 

Ant. I know the way, I thank you, fir.—[There's 
ſomething ſtrange in his words, and behaviour, which 
indicates diſguiſe and artifice. I muſt ſee it expound- 
ed. [Afide.] Ii. 

Hen. All the fiends in hell, fure, cou'd not con- 


jure up ſuch another myſtery. Juan affirms the peo- 


ple, we fought with, had 'convey'd Honoria away— 
when I came to ſeek her, at home, ſhe's miſſing, and 
her waiting wench tells me ſhe went into the garden, 
whence no one knows of her return. Antonio, juſt 
after, proteſts he ſaw, and entertain'd her in her own 
apartment, where I certainly now find her, and that 
ungrateful woman with her. Theſe are riddles to 
pole an Oedipus, and madden a ftoic— They muſt be 

' Explain'd, and ſhall---Yet hold! Antonie ſaid he would 
return forthwith---here will I wait, 'till he arrives; 
ſee him ſafe at reſt, and then extort the whole truth 
from Honeria.---Could I but be convinced my honour 
were yet unſtain'd, I ſhould, I think, be — 
er, 


| 
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eaſier. The load might be x little lighter, that's all 
I'm to expect; 
No hope of perfect, or of laſting reſt, | | 
While unrequited love corrodes the breaſt, Exit. 


— 


ACT V. SCENS'L 
SCENE, Juan's Houſe. 


Enter Jaques, with Guzman, Rosa, and Floxio 
| in the Chair. | 


| Jaques. 
AME Roſa, and brother ſervitor in there; and 
now, my friends, open the chair, and let the 
lady out. 
Gug. By the darkneſs, this is the condemn'd dun- 
geon, and when we are led out, it will be to execution. 
Faques. Away, friends; you ſhall be paid below. 
[Exit with the Chair, and locks the Door. 
Flo. What miſerable den am I thruſt into? - Roſa--- 
Guzman | 
Gus. I'm. here, fir---and Roſa cloſe to me, or I have 
loſt my ſenſe of feeling · one drop juſt to keep up my 
ſpirit — 
"Roſa. Booby!" LE | 
Flor. I can't conjecture where we are; I did not 
dare look out; but whereſoe'er, tis better than in the 
corregidor's hands. 5 
_ Roſa. I am as much at a loſs as you, ſir- - the: moon 
elouding, and our quick pace prevented my obſerving 
the turnings. | 3 
Guz.. I wiſh they wou'd give us a little light, that 
we might ſee whether there was any means of running 
away, or no. I ſpy a-glimmering under the door; . 
the key turns---T'll: venture to ſecure the candle 
however. | | 
[He gets on one fide of the door---Jaques entering 
with à candle, be ſeizes it. | 
Taques. - m— _ | 
[Jaques ſeei orio, farts, runs off quick,” 
b and cob — nh * Is 
„„ Neſa. 


" 
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Roſa. We're faſt again ; we've got a light however, 
and may fee what kind of place we are in! 
Cu. Thanks to Don Guzman! TL always held 
n in. war, preferable to force. | 
- - Roſa. As I live, fir, we ate in Don Juan's houſe: 
Flo. Heavgp forbid! 
Roſa. I'm Ture, fir ; IL have frequented it too often, 
on Cupid's errands, when you and my miftreſs us'd to- 
meet in Donna Felicia's apartment, to be mittaken in. 


any * of it. | | 
Fler. Tis too truly ſa; our enemies will ſoon. 
know whom they have entangled in their ſnares, and. 
then their maficjous defigns wil be compleated. 
Rofa. Stav, I think we have forme room to hope 
deyond that inner chamber, there is a back-(tair-caſe, 
If the door be but open; it always us'd---let's-try, fir. 
Fler. Lead on, guide. [Exeunt: 
SCBNE, WHawareuzz's Houſe. 
Honor Anti- chamber. . 
He narqQuez diſcover'd. 
Hen. Not yet return'd! what an irkfome ſituation 
to a man of my anxious diſpeſition l in momentary 
expeCation of Antonie, the efol e nat daring to enquiie 
into What fo intimately concerns my peace and ho- 
nout ; no, I mult not attempt an explanation with my 
fitter, till the houſe be quiet, and Axtonio. retir'd to 
reſt. Shou'd he oveihear any pait of it, be wöu'd 
telect her hand with ſcorn.---What ſtrange circum- mY 
flances have join'd together to prevent that ſingle and. 
only event, which might, give. me eaſe !---cheir mar- 
riage---'tis one comfort however, that I have her ſafe. 
now; I have not quitted theſe apartments; ſhe cannot 
have made a ſecond gaiden-excurſion- Therefore, tilt 
'T can ſettle the whats affair to my wiſhes, I will en- 
deavour to ſubdue my temper, controv| my feelings, 
and be no more under the dominion of tuch paſſions, 
az rend wy heart. 85 . 
Enter Des Jux. 8 
van. Why won d Dan Mirrigzen- leave the cor- 
| * or I---Oh þ he's here, yet bow ſhHil: 
I tell it him? Don Henrigueg=-I---I—— Hen. 


Ry | 


A COMEDY. * 0 
Hen. What, Don Juan? Why this heſitation ? 
| wg I dread to tell the iſſue of our ſearch: | 
en. You need not, my friend; fome favourable 
circumſtances, and a little cool reflection, I truth, - 
have render d tne more temperate. | . | 
Juan. I ſhou'd rejoice to prove it: but when you 
have heard my ftory, I fear you will relapſe. 
Hen. Couſin, Pre ſaid it---Þ will not | 
Juan. Ihe corregidor and myſelf juſt reach'd the 
appointed place, time enough for his officets to ſeize ' 
the ſervants, who were accomplices, when they were 
juſt going to convey away ina chair---I canndt ſpeak - 

1 | 

Hen. Out with it, man conveying awhy whom ? 
Juan. Honoria. 

Hen. Honoria ! ! 

Juan. Even ſo. = 

Hen. Oh! be! ho! hol! og 

Juan. Do you laugh, couſin? You are indeed 

chang d in temper-when the honour of ous family is a 

ſubject for your mirth. - | 

Hen. Hotoria! ha! ha! 

Juan This is a worſe extreme, metbinke, than 
t'other; your ſenſes are unſettled. 

Hen. Yowre not in earneſt ? 

j Juan I am—l found her there, as ſute as you have 
me. 
Hen Why tis not poſſible— Antonio entertain'd Ho- 

noria here, even now, accompanied by your ſifter z. ; 

and even now, I lett them within, ſent- ber to tier chain- - 
ber myſelf, . _ : „ 
Juan. Couſin, couſin, what motive can you have - 
for endeavouring to impoſe on me? 1 tell you po- 
tively I found her there, and her-waiting-woman RS 

with her. DEF 4 i 

Hence Couſin; couſin, do not perſiſt thus to affirm im— 

ſſibilities. THEE 

Juan. Sure you are making ſome experiment on my 
temper; are endeayouring to provoke me to one of 
your own frantic fits, that Friiay never dare to cdun- 


ſel you again; Fiwear to you, upon my honour, tis 


not half an hour ſince I left Honsim bearing away in 
a chait 
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a chair from the houſe, to which I dogg d ber, and 


Jour man Jaques leading the way, and guarding Roſa. 


Hen. And I ſwear- to you, upon my honour, and 
the honour of our whole anceſtry, tis not à quarter of 
an hour, ſince I ſpoke with Honeria, and your lifter, 
in this very apartment. 

Juan. Indeed, Don Henriques. — 
3 It may de decided this moment 3 follow: me to 


As they are geing off, Enter Jaques. 
ag. Ol fir, I have ſuch admirable news, yet am 
fo full of aſtoniſhment, I ſcarce have power to tell 
ou. 
: Hen. Vilkin, diſpatch. 
fag. When I had convey'd madam Honoria— 
uan. See! I told you fo 
ag. Roſa, and the man-ſervant who was with them, 
to your houſe, I lock'd 'em all three into your anti- 
chamber, and went down for a light. 

Hen. This madneſs is iofeQious, and wy varlet is in 
one of Juan' fits. 

Jg. With which when I return d, who ſhou'd I ſee 
but Don Floris in the middle of the room, and madam. 
Hlonoria vanilh'd. 

Hen. Floris ! 

- Juan. How is that poſſible, if you are ſure you lock'd 
the door, when you went to fetch candles ? 

"Jag. Ay, that's the very point, fir ; that I can't ell 
bot 
Hen. No matter, you are ſure you have Florio. there 7 

ag. I'll forfeit my life on that, fir. 
. My injuries rekindle at his name; this mo- 


ment will lacrifice the author of my ſhame, and in⸗ 


quĩetude. 
van. Is then your promis'd coolneſs ——— 


en. Away z I will not be advis'd, nor controul'd : | 
, in the toil, and he ſhall die. 


Enter Ax ro io. 
by Who is the unhappy man, brother, you fa 


wb doom ? And what the great offence to honour, 


Hen. | 


which life alone can anſwer ? 
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Hen. Sir--I--I--I am a -villain if I know what to 
fay to bim ;---how ſpitefal is his coming at this mo- 
ment | 9 [Afide. 
Juan. Hiz.appearance juſt now is critically happy; 
I may, by his aid, aſſuage, at leaſt, if not oer - rule this 
madneſs. [afide. 

Ant. Conſider me already as a friend, and brother, 
and as ſuch treat me ; give me a knowledge of your 
wrongs I have a ſword ready to ſerve in all occaſi- 
ons worthy yourſelf and me. 

Hen. This affair, fir, is ſo unfit---ſo unluckily tim'd, 
and your arrival here---it makes---bow ſhall I ſhake 
him off? . (aide. 
Juan. Noble Don Antania, if you value your bro- 
ther's honour, perfiit in accompanying him; I have 
moſt weighty reaſons, which when you know, you can- 
not but approve. | iafide to Ant. 

Ant. Wrong me not, Don Henriques, by ſuſpicion: 
prove, by this early trial of my tiuth, how heartily L 
mean, thio! life to eſpouſe the happineſs, and intereſts 
of your family. | 

Hen. I cannot doubt your honour, bravery, or at- 
tachment to. our houſe ; but, to engage ſo dear a 

eſt in any cauſe of danger, were inhoſpitable. 

Ant. Be what it may, let me partake it; you are too 
noble to employ your ſword in an unworthy cauſe; 
therefore I mutt, I will attend you, or you by your | 
diſtruſt, prevent our promis'd union. 

Hen. Not 2 ſir, the natute of thoſe inju- 
ries, whereon my refeatments are grounded, you may 
perhaps wonder at my deſperate meaſures. | 

Ant, You ate too good a judge of honour's dues, to 
purſue ſuch meaſures, as will not bear a friend's in- 
ipeQion.----We go, fir | 

Hen. To witneſs my revenge---Lights there. 

| OL [Exit Hen. and Jaques. 

Tuan. [To Ant.] Sir, ſuffer him not to quit your 
fight, I beg: and uſe all means to calm his rage; Ill 
follow inſtantly. [Exit Ant.] Let me reflect a mo- 
ment if Honoria be there (as fure ſhe muſt) heaven 
knows to what extremes Henriquez may be driven 
Fleria, at leaſt, is there, and 1 have ignorantly 3 

| t 


—— 
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the means of throwing him into his. enemy's power; 


tis therefore incumbent on me, while he has the ſanc · 
tion of my houſe, to endeavour to -preſerve his life, 


tho” at the hazard of my own. (Exit. 


SCENE, the Chamber in Don Juax ' Houſe. 


Pronto, Rosa, and Guzman diſcover'd': Chairs, Ta- 
ble; and the Candle, © 


Fl: How thwait and provoking ? 


Roſa.” That unlucky door -I never knew it ſfut 


before. 

Fla. We have now no means, Roſa; my dangers 
and diftreſſes are compleat ! I'muft welcome and en- 
dure them Yet ſhall not my defperate ſtate make me 


negle& the only duty I can pay ;—the amiable, the 
generous Felicia's reputation muſt not be left in doubt, 


even with the baſe Henriquez, whole cruel temper 
has foim'd ſuſpicions uowoithy of ber blauieſeſs con- 
duct; tis fit I fet him right, 
[Sits down to write in bis Tablets. 
Gua. A curſe on all love ! and a double curſe on alt 
coniiant love ! tis always attended with fatut diſaſters | 
or ends in the worſt of all, marriage. 


Roſa. I ſuppoſe you wiſh every body to have fach a + 


quickſilver heart, as yours. that can ſettle no where, 


Gus. Why, that wou'd not be amiſs for you, my 


| dear Roſa: you might then hope to have your turn, 
as well as pretty acid damfels, 
Roſa. And you wou'd be one of the laff, I flo d 


hear of; yet tis poſſible you might come, before you 


were welcome. 

- Guz. ( Afede.] She has wit, and good humour; ex- 
cellent ingredients to paſs away time; I have 4 liking 
to her perſon too, but that wilt end with marriage, 
and poſhbly her good humour too; well, boneſt Our · 
man, I wou'd adviſe you to be wary ; if you ſhou'd 
couple yourſelf to a yoke, inſtead of a 88 
you'll wear it to your grave. Yet, on rerollettion your 
dancing days ate now over; your pleaſures are come 
up to yo! mouth, you are now for the comfortable 
joys of life, eaſe, and cating, And there's no cook of 
diy-nurſe like . wife. ” 


| 1 wo, ou 


ee E Dr. 0 


Hu. Roſa, ſhou'd aught but well befal me, give theſe 
with care to Don Henriquez's hands---either on his deſ- 
perate arm, or his black te!timony at the bar, my life 
depends ; no matter which way 'tis decided, 


Enter Honoria, andFulicia, thre a private Door. 


Fel. I think no creature ſaw us paſs thfo' the apart- 
ments. 

Hon. What a redious while have we been kept, be- 
fore they left the chamber! My Florio too] What ig 
become of him? The rage, we perceiv'd even now my 
brother to be in, makes me tremble, leſt, by ſome 
ſtrange means he, as well as myſelt, may be thrown. 
mto his power; 

— 4 My deareſt miftreſs ! 

Flo. Oh f heavens! ' 

Hen. Florio then my fears were true. 

= ou ] rraft my fenſes ? 5 
Gaz. | think not, we ate aſleep, and dreaming, or 
Haunted by fairies. / * | 

Fh. How is 4 poſſible] find you there ?- Did not my 
noble friend undertake your protection? 

Arn. So did be yours, yet you are here, and equally 
expos d to rum,—Oh.! bow i Pieve to lay, tis he that 
has betray d us both 

Flo. Antonio betray us! 

Fel. Oh! no, ä 

Hen. It is, too furely—he is the man, to whom my 
brother has contradted me. f 

Roſa. Bleſs my ſtars ] no wonder we have blunder'd 
fo, when we contriv'd to take a huſband into our party; 
nothing can ſucceed, they are concern'd in. 

Fla. Cant racted to Hlonoria / he come to marry my 
nen 

Hon. The 5 taken theſe un 
rous means, any Four us both, 

Fel, Iwill not, cannot think it; F would as ſoon 
believe it bilities, as his apoſtacy from honour. 

Flo. What's her concern in him Honoria F 

Hon, That adds to our diftiefſes— — ſhe, and 
Antonio | 

Fel. This is no time to relate ä 


*. v SM 
* * 
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and you muſt not be found here; therefore, Roſa, take | . 
this key, ang ſet open the garden door; that leads to 
St. Ferome's ſtreet, thro' that you may eaſily eſcape, on 4 
the lealt alarm. | h 
Hon. Make haſte, dear girl. [Exit Roſa. 1 
. Flo. Generous Felicia! -— * 
. Hon. My lovely girl, under what obligations * 
how now Roſa ! What's the matter ?—— [Roſa returns. h 
Roſa. Undone paſt hope ! your brother, Antonie, mh 
wan, and ſervants, with ſwords drawn, are, at this: 

Anſtant, in the hall: what will you do ? th 
File. In to this inner room ; tetire, my love, and. 1 © 
let me meet their rage. | | __ 

Hen. I cannot leave you—let me but ſtay, and ſhare. K 
your fate —_ 


Fl. I have no fears, but for you , nay haſte ; I muſt 
compel you to the only means of ſafety, and conceal- 


ment. [Exit with'Hon. and Fel. ſent 
Gus. Oh! if that's your ſcheme, the devil take the Nr 
hindmoſt ! tis for your ſake Roſa, I ſhun theſe honuur- 8 
able engagements having loſt my weapon, the beſt, [ 4 

I can do, is to walk off with the baggage. 3 

| 3 [Exit Guz. with Roſa. 3 * 

\ Enter HenxtqQuez, Juan, Ax roxio, JaQUES, and 7 
| EXALDO, with Lights. vot 

Hes. Iwill not be perſuaded. | eſte 
Juan. Couſin, you muſt: I have an honour too the; 

to guard, dear to me as yours is to you; in all, that: 4 

juftice ſanctiſies, will I tread ſtep for ſtep ; but will Ss. / 
not permit my houſe to be the ſcene of premeditated. / 
miſchief, and. revenge ;---already they have. ſtain d. mo! 

| theſe walls too deeply. | | / 
Ant. Such admonitions are too ſacred, ſurely, to ſole 
paſs unregarded ; 747 cannot be ſo loſt— 4 
Hen. I cannot be ſo loft to my own honour's calls, | Th 

or nature's feeling, to liſten to a cynic's cold advice. Allo 
Where is the man whoſe inſolence and folly has ſo far. abo 
** Enter Fox io. * 


FI. Here is the man you ſeek, 


g Hen. 
5 4 


$3 I 8 


- 
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Hen. What do l ſee? | 

Flo. Whom thou ſo baſely haſt betray'd. 

Ant. My friend! my Florie ! 

Flo. No more thy friend, Antonio, but Floris, by 
thy perfidy betray'd, and thrown upon his fate 

Hen. Let me paſs. | 

Ant. Hold a moment ! 3 

Hen, What mean you ? Is all your fervour in a bro - 
ther's intereſt reduc'd to a mean parley with the foe ? 
Pl} right myſelf. I 

Juan. Couſin forbear ; you ſhall not have your way; 

there lies ſome myſtery conceal'd in this, which once 
unfolded, might perbaps reconcile the difference. 

Hen. It cannot be but by the ſword ; Antonio, hear 
me ; if that the faith and friendſhip pledg'd to me 
want power to rouze you, let your own intereſt and 
honour ; that man, whom you protect ſrom my re- 

ſentment, has ſeconded his lms to me, by foul 
attempts upon Honoria's honour. | | 

AF lo. I ſeek to wrong her honour l the parent of your 

' black deſigns, and bitter enmity, ne'er yet invented a 

more hellith falſhood ; tis true, I have lov'd the virtu- 
ous Honoria | 

Ant. How, fir? 

Flo. But with ſuch ſpotleſs affection, ſuch pure de- 

fl votion, that ſhe has recompenc'd my paſſion with 

eſteeem; has chain'd me to her ſervice, and I will ei- 
ther live to call her mine, or periſh in her cauſe. — 
Ant. Diſtraction—daggers to my heart! — -* _. ® 

Mc. Hen. Oh ! has it rous'd you, fir ? 

Ant. Henriques pauſe !---mitigate your fury for a 
moment. : 

Hen. I will not—His life or mine muſt pay the in- 
ſolence. | 

Ant Hold, or thro' me you paſs ; I muſt be heard. 
That impious man from infancy havel call'd friend ;-- 
allow me but a.minute's ſpace, alone to queſtion him 
about our mutual wrongs. 3 

Hen. Antonio, do not trifle with me; mean you to 
let him eſcape? | . 

Ant. No, by my name and honour ; if I deal not 

8 in 


8 
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in this bufineſs to your heart's wiſh, and honour d cre- 
dit, my own life fall pay the forfeit. 
Juan. Conſent, Henriques, I beſeech you. 
Ant. My heart is bleeding, while I'ſpeak—T am not 
ud to ſue; yer let me — you by your hopes of 
bliſs, by all your neareſt w 
graut me this, or here our friendſhip' ceates, and we 
meet no more. 
Hen. Delay is agony. 
Ant. 1 will not keep you long. 
NN. What means Antoni“ 
* Axt. Dareſt thou anſwer my demands ? 


* 


Fle. 1 can, and juſtify myſelf, thou - traitor to thy- 


friend 

Ant. Lead to ſome other ſpot: [Exit Fo. amd Ant. 

Juan. This way, good coufin. 

Hen. I will — long. be dallied with ; theſe keen 
ſenſations will not leave wy heart, net can my fury 
die. Exeunt. 


Euter TERS Frracta, and Roga—Gurxan- 


following, 
Hen. Lam frighted to death. 
Fel. At all events, let's follow and fee the reſult. 


in caſe of extremity. 


M-” 


GuzMan aloner 


Scene changes to:the hall of Don: Ju aN's houſe... 
Enter FLoxz0, and AnTON10; 


H. Give up my title I never will renounce fmris. 
Ant. Lou muſt---ſhe.is fo much mine, that none muſt” 
boaſt pretenſions to her, while I live——in ſaving 
you — mad Henriquez's ſword, I have diſcharg's 
the engagement friendſhip made; the injur'd- huſband. 


ROW. requires _ dues. . 


Flo. 


es, by out propos d union, 


Kea. Let me go firſt, ladies, and watch their mo- 
— nend, In keep an excellent look-out, and alarm. you, - 


Fel. bes tes; away l. Exrune. 
Cum. There will be miſchief ſoon—bereſote; as 


my maſter has rudely leſt the ladies, the leaſt I can do 
is to keep with em, and take care of em. [Exit.- 


AcOME DV. >, 


. Fh. Spite of my wrongs, I know. not. how to lift 
my ſword againſt the breaſt of him who has givea 
me ſuch juſt, ſuch ſtrong, and ſuch repeated 1eatons, 
to admire and love him. | 

Ant. It was Florio, my comrade in arms, my boſom» 
friend, whom I delign'd to ſerve; not that difloyal 
man, who has invaded my. honour, and my love. 

Flo. Mean, treacherous artifice! to do ſo greſs an 
injury yourſelf, then charge me as the wrenger! I 
ſwear by all thoſe powers, who both diſcern, and 
puniſh, I never knew that you pretended to Henri- 
— fiſter, till fince I came within theſe fatal 

8. X . : 

Ant. How am I to believe you can ſpeak truth in 
* _=_ have myſelf been witneſs of your falhood 
to her | 
Fi. I falſe to Homrie! take heed, Antonio, fo foul 
an injury I cannot brook. 

Ant. Rate confidence ! have I not myſelf aſſiſted your 
feign d gaſſion, and been witneſs of your: faithleſs vows 
pledg'd to another? 5 

Flo. Another l what mean device has bred ſo ſtrange 
charge? but dare t thou talk of violated truth? where 
are thoſe ardent, ſacred, and etet nal vows, pledg'd to an 
unknown fait, with which at our firſt interview this 
night, thou did'ſt abuſe my creduſous ear, and taught 
my ſympathifiag heart, torn. as it was with it's awn - 
griets, to throb with pangs for thee ? 2 

Ant. Still written here; — baſe man, I cannot longer 
bear thy mean evaſion; either renounce all claim to 
Honoria, or this muſt ſpeak the reſt. 

| Flo, Ill be reduc'd to atoms ere I yield her. gt. 


Enter He nziquez, Juan, and the refl. 
| Hen. Ay this is well he ſhall not ſeape, without. 


ſome marks of my revenge. 
[he attacks Florio, Antonio turns. in his defence. 
Ant. Hold fix ; he ſhall not be o'erpower'd with 
numbers neither; my honour you invade anew, and 
wake my 2 to protect him. . 
Hen. Flames and the devil! why were not you 
yourſelf doing your beſt to kill him ? 7 
| Ani. 
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Ant. 'Tis true; but if he muſt” fall; + tial] bot bo 
maſſacred by odds, but conquer'd fairly e man.. 
| Juan. For heav'ns ſake; ceaſe this violence; I'll 
dye foi t. but ſome curſed: error lies conceaF'd; that · 
thus miſleads us all- 
Hen. With my ſword alone Pl ſearch it out, tho! 
multitudes oppos d me. ' [he attaths again. 
Roſa peeping at the door, cries out Ladies / Ladies 


Enter HonoRla, FaLjcia, and Rosa TIP 


All. Hear us! hear us! 
2 By heavens, Honema ! | | 
hy did not I tell you the was brought here 
by — cdireQtion? | 
| yen Oh! thou. vile woman! that l could ede 
y memory with thy life ! 
[he A uriouſly toward. Honoria; Antonio, . 
Juan, and Florio inter peſe. 

- Ant. Hold, fir ;---altho' ] do not know this lady, L. 
has this night, engag'd my faith both to d. 
and ſetve her. 

- Juan. See there | he does not know: — 
Hen. Not know her! why' tis. not an hour fitce I ſaw: 
him entertaining her at my houſe; death |; all we. ſee 

is illuſion, and all we do, inchantment l. 

Fel. Suffer me, Don Henriques, ta. unſpel theſe: 
_ Charms--- Antonio, which of us is it, you pretend to ? 

Ant. Which? how can you aſk? you know. too 
well the conqueſt, which you made of my. poor heart 

in Flanders. 

Juan. er heart ! and Flanders Þ what means: 

now? 

Hen. More riddles every moment . 

Fel. Your contract with Honoria then--- 

Ant. Here I confirm it-— when ] forego ſo dear . 

„or wed another fair--- 

Fel. Take heed, for I am not e. 

Ant. Not Honoria ! 8 4 

$6 ;No. .: 

Ang. Is't poſſible ? have I ou only mock'd with 
rr bliſs, and are my hopes thus blaſted ? 

Fel. All now depends on whatſoever turn Henri- 
1 ue ⁊ 's 


_ 


gag d himſelf the guardian of my honour. 


* 


4 


ess tempet.takes---Obſerve. his conduct, nor doubt 
of mine.. | 
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nent, and diſappointed. fury ſeem to 
poſſeſs my-brother's thoughts. W's 
Fel. Til try to calm them---Know, Don Henriguex, 


that Don Florio has ever been your ſiſter's conſtant 


lover, his private viſits at our houſe, which have 
diſturb'd your peace, were by me calculated for their 


interview, after you had refus'd her to his addreſſes ;--- 


my heart was then entirely free; tis now engag'd :--- 
if I treſpaſs too far on that reſerve, which is our ſex's 


ornament and guard, let the preſent exigence, and my 
1 for ſignal ſervices, plead my excuſe, while I 


lare, it is to*that brave officer. 
Hen. Humph = | . 
Fel. This, brother, is that generous commander, 
whoſe valiant arm reflor'd our. liberties, and who en 


wan. Why did not you inform me ſooner of ſo 
{laudable a prepoſſeſſion? IE 
. Flo. Your lifter, and this lady, Don Henriguex, 
both can witneſs I never had a thought to injure your. . 
happineſs, or honour. Don Pedro's death was occa- 
ſion d by your miſtaken jealouſy ; and you well know, 
(but that yourſelf, and your domeſtics, were the only 
"witneſſes of that tranſadtion) I bad the faireſt claim 


to the protection of the law, having been ſurpriz'd _ 
At diſadvantage and oppreſs'd by numbers. n 


and I am blame. 


* 


All. How | 
8 Pedro deſery'd his death, 
s. | 
Hen. My ſhame! my eternal ſhame! what ſhall 1 
ſay? you ſee me overwhelm'd with confuſion ; if * 
have acted in a manner unbecoming my name and ho- 
nour, attribute it to love for that A ay creature. 
Juan. Couſin, I will now own, I have perceiv'd 


it long; and in juſtice to our friendſhip, and alliance 
have even addreſy'd my ſiſter on the ſubjet; but 
found ſuch inſurmountable objections to your violence 
of temper, that in conſideration of what your pride 
might ſuffer, I-conceal'd my knowledge of your paſſion, . 
even from yourſelf. | Kb 


Fel.” 


- * n * 
- * . - * Y 2 
r * o Y e * * 


; ? "I "RN * 
© THE PERPLENITIES: 
Fel. How cou'd a man of Don Henriquez's ſenſe, 
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and penetration, ſuppoſe his tyrannic treatment of fo 
ami a ſiſter, fach everla ing doubts, ſuſpicions, 
jealouſies, reſtriQtions, and ſeverities, muſt not diſguſt 
rather than win a woman's heart? Con'd you but have 
fubdued thoſe paſſions, perhaps, ere I had ſeen that 
gentleman, I might have been-induc'd to think of you 

- in ſuch a light, 26 your perfon, and natural endow- 
ments defery'd ; if a diſappointment herein be painful, 
to your (elf alone you are mdebred for it. 

Hen. Forbear, I pray you; ſhew not the happineſs 
TI'might have reached, nar add the weight of your 
reproaches, to my ſetf-condemnation ; my puniſhment 
is ſufficient without it II have juſtly failed; when 
ſuch a heart as mine concedes, the pangs it ſuffers are 

Fel. I am ſorry, and aſk 

Hen. Yet te convince yon that my ſorrow is not 
ſelfiſh; as I have been the ſource of ral unenſineſs, 
I will endeavour to make a amends, let my 
own heart ſuffer what it may: firſt madam, may you 

- enjoy. more 1 if poſſible, than I have wind 
to partake with you ; and, fir, to you, unaſid I thus 
reſign this contract, which love and juſtice bath for- 


did me now to claim. | 
thank and honour pou. 


Ant. Noble Henri 
Ju. Sir, take from me her hand, whoſe heart 
your. worth, and brayery has merired. 

Ant, Thus I receive the ſum of happineſs; this 
world can give; and, fir, ſmee you have generouſly 
reſign'd the name of brother, allow me that of friend, 
which while I live Iwill deferve; and ſuffer me to 
entreat your concurrence for your fer happineſs, 
where deftiny feems. to lead I will anfwer, wih my 
life, my friend will merit her. 1 

Hen. Sir, ſhe is your's; — and here dies all my 


* e are now all your debtors ; I am peeuliaily | A 
= Hen. My brother, now you are indeed my brother ; 
| noble, generous, and kind, you have ſet my heart at (Miss 
eaſe, and I am myſelf again. TOES | « Tim 


Fel. 
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Pal. That's more than am, I'm ſure; I have ſeen 
| OP wonders, I ſhan't be myſelf again this twelve- 
mont 
Roſa. They have had a rare come-off; ſure, 
_ *twou'd make a good plat for a play. 

Guz. That wou'd be bad ſot me; for, by the laws 
of comedy, I ſhould be oblig'd io marry you. 

Flo. Well thought of, Guzman, tho' (poke in jeſt ; 
vou ſeem well fitted for each other, and your faithful 
: ſervices deſerve our general encouragement ; what tay 


you Roſa ? 


Roſa. Sir, Ifay I have had ſo many frights-to night, 
Jam eden afraid to lye alone. * 802 | 
Guz. Thy hand, fweet Roſa; tis a bargain; if 1 
don't repent firſt, I don't care. | 

Juan. This union being in my houſe, let me en- 
treat your ſtay, to unite in wond'ring at eheſe events, 
and enjoying general congratulations; couſin you will 
nat re me ? ; 

Hen. I will not be a means to thwart your mirth, 
bdut endeavour, as well as I am able, to partake it, 
---my heart has now a new, @ difficult, and painful 
leſſon ſet it, but it muſt be learn d.; for our adventures 
prove that womens mild and hearts muſt be 
ſooth'd by indulgence, not frighted by ſeverity ; and 
that eaſy, frank, and coafiding tempers bid faiteſt for 
a generaus return, 

Since ſuch, and ſuch.alone, deſerve to-ſhare 
| The confidence, aud favour of the fait. 
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EPILOGUE. 
Spoken by Mrs. MAT TOC ESV. 


F Y lay |—they'reat-it—in a dainty tew: ;, 
| 8 pon uy you the Epilogue ?”—* Not 1—” have 
— 1 <P 
(Miſs Macklin and Miſs Wilford there I mean) 
4 I!—T don't know that any has been ſeen”. 
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„Lud! 
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„ Lud! where's the author? Tm in ſuch a fri tf hk 

The author, child? — not ventur'd here to- night.? 

What ſhall we do, my dear?“ —“ I cannot gueſs“ 

To palliate this ridiculous diftreſs, „ 
Will you permit me to apologize 
For this hard tax on new form'd comedies ?— 
In ſhort theſe Epilogues are grown ſo trite, - 
So few the ſubjects left, whereon to write, 
So few the authors with this knack endued, 
Perhaps my nonſenſe may be quite as good. 
Pre been in front—and, if with leave I may, 
Pll give my inferences from this play. 
be beauteous Marg'ret of the Rival-Houſe, 
Too lower the grandeur of deſpotic ſpouſe, 
Has taught the ladies, in true comic vein, 
Rules to maintain, and uſe, their pow'r o'er men. 
My hints (altho' in homelier ſtyle than thoſe) | 
To you, ye Lords of Nature, IIl diſcloſe. 
WMould you, high Potentates, throughout your lives, 
Preſerve abedicnt liters, daughters, wives, ö 
Avoid Henriquez' faults—be never proud, 
_  Diſtruſtful, jealous, arrogant, or loud; 

Where e er we go, what e er we do, or ſay, 
Make it your rule — to give us our own way; 
Neither attempt to lead us, nor reſtrain, IH 

Bat let us have the length of all the rein; 1 

In ſhoppings, auctions, jauntings, or Quadrille, - * 

Leave us to ſpend, and loſe what e'er we will; 

Let all our fav'rite foibles take their courſe, - ©” 

(For every breather has ſome hobby-horſe) 

With whatſoever whims or freaks you meet, 

Still let your words and looks alike be ſweet— p 

Lord! when thus left to our own tempers free, | 

The ſweeteſt creatures in the world are we !— 

' Hence this important Maxim is defin'd, 
Ye wiſe-ones, keep it ever in your mind 
We women never frown, if never teas'd, | 

And, always humour'd, —we are always pleas'd. 


— 
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' 


* See Mr, Gorrick's Epjlag8Fthe Fer! of Warwick 


